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1. TInfluence of Islam on Indian Culture. Tara Chand 1946.
2. Indian Islam. Titus M. T. London Oxford University 1930.
3. An introduction to the History of Sufism. A. Arberry London 1950.
4. The Derwishes and Oriental Spiritualism by Brown London.
5. The People of the Mosque T. P. 1932. Tones.
6. The Mystics of Islam, R. A, Nicholson London.
7. The Living Religions of the Indian People. Macncol.
8. Sikh Religion, Macauliff Max Arther. Vol. VI 1909.
9. Sufism in India, Yusuf Hussain Khan.
10. Islamic Culture XXX No. III July, 1956. Hyderabad Hind.
11. Studies in Islamic Mystisim by R. A. Nicholson. 1921.
12. Punjabi Sufi Poets, Lajwanti Rama Krishna, London. 1938.
13. OQutline of Islamic Cultore, A.M.A. Shustery 1954, v
14. Mystics and Saints of Islam, Claude, Field London 1910.
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1. No. 326 foll. 76; lines 25, Size 11 x 5%, 8 X 43 (Kulliyat-i-Mulla Shah)
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Vol. III p. 112-116.
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1. “The princess (Jahan Ara Begum) hereslf wrote on account of “‘Risala-i-
Sahibiyya” from which Tawakkul Beg qoutes”. Margrate
Smith RABIA THE MYSTIC, (Girton College Cambridge) : University
Press, 1928, Parts 111, Chap. 12, p. 155-156.
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1. ““He often composed poetry insisting on the mability of this world, and
exhorting people to walk in the path of righteousness and acquire the
knowledge of the Supreme Being.”’

(S.M. Latif : LAHORE; Its History, Agricultural, remains and Antiquit-
ies, The New Imperial Press, Lahore, 1§92, p. 59)

2. DENISON, E. Ross : Catalogue of Arabic and Persian Manuscripts in the
Oriental Public Sibrary at Bankipore (Prepared by Abdul Mugtadir
Khan), Calcutta, The Bengal Secretariate Book Depott., 1912, Vol III,
p. 112-116.
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DENISON, E. Ross. Catalogue of Arabic and Persian Manuscripts in
the Oriental Public Library at Bankipore. op. cit., Vol. III p. 112-116.
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1. “This copy (Mathnawiyyat-i-Mulla Shah) is of unique value, as it con-
tains a complete collection of Mulla Shah’s Mathnawis, not found any-
whereelse, on the other hand, the Kasidas, Ghazals, Rubaiyyat, and sherh-
i-rubaiyyat, referred to in the above mentioned preface. on fol. 335a, are
entirely wanting here. Copies of these lyrical poems are found in the Bri-
tish Museum (Rieu ii p. 650 sq.) and in the Berlin Library (West Pertsch,
Berlin Cat., pp. 921 and 922)............... (ETHE, Hermann : Catalogue
of Persian Manuscripts in the Library of India Office, Oxford, 1903, Vol.
1, p. 862B No. 1580.)
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Shahjahan, Nur Jahan’s tomb and the mosques of Wazir Khan and of
Maryam Zamani deserve special attention. As we enter the Jilou Khana
to proceed to Jahangir's tomb, we immediately feel as if we were amidst
Isfahan's monuments. This feeling is accentuated when we confront
the facade of its grand entrance which is covered with red stoneslabs,

. divided into rectangular and squared panels in pietra dura technique.

The half-domed double portal of this entrance bears the best specimen
of stalactite patterns which immediately remind one of its real prototypes
in the arches of the Masjid-i-Isfahan, which is now known as the Masjid-i-
Shah. Almost all the monuments of Shah Jahan are covered with the
best type of glazed tiles—Kashi Kari, but one of them the Mosque of
Wazir Khan (1645) stands in a great prominence about which a Hindu
contemporary poet Chandar Bhan Brahman says :—‘On Fridays the
scholars, poets and artists who generally belong to Iran, Turan and
Hindustan assemble here in this matchless monument, the Khangah of
Khurasan. In short, these all monuments of Lahore have an atmosphere of
Iran about them even to this day of spoilation.’

Conclusion,

In conclusion, it can be asserted with confidence that Iran and
Pakistan stand culturally and artistically side by side of each other and that
their fountain of inspiration in this field is one and the same.

In fact, two great authorities on the subject, namely, Percy Brown
and Ferguson have maintained that during the Mughal period even
Hindu temples and places were greatly influenced by the Imperial architec-
ture of the Mughals.
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accompanied Humayun during his trinmphal return to India. The unknown
architects, therefore, may well have been of Iranian origin.

Humayun died suddenly in an accident and was buried in Delhi.
The arrangement of his burial was made by his widow Hamida Banu Begam
known as Hajji Begam. Services of a Persian expert Mirak Mirza Ghiyath
were especially acquired who patterned everything upon Iranian traditions.
This has been fully described by the author of the Muntakhab ut-Tawarikh.
The double dome of Humayun’s mausoleum and the arrangement of small
rooms on its ground plan are particularly worthy of study. Shamsud Din
Khan Atka also met with a tragic end and he was buried within the premises
of Nizam-ud-Din Auliya, Delhi. Originally he belonged to Ghazani and
his successors had managed that his tomb be designed by some expert from
Central Asia. Though his tomb is much smaller in scale it resembles that
of Humayun and was designed by an architect Ustad Khuda Quli in 1566
fact is inscribed on the which entrance of the mausoleum.

It has been mentioned in the Muathir-i-Rahimi that Agra had been
the seat of Government of the Gorgani (Timurid) Sultans, who built
delicate, beautiful and splendid buildings there. Among the architects of
the age there was a most eminent architect Ustad Hiravi (a native of Herat).
The contemporary poet Wahshi Yazdi composed verses in praise of his
workmanship.

The Maathir-i-Rahimi also mentions the tomb of Abdur Rahim Khan
Khanan’s wife at Delhi which is near the tomb of Humayun. It was also
designed by the same Ustad Hiravi. Prof. Cresswell had regarded this tomb
as the prototype of the Taj Mahal of Agra. The Taj Mahal of Agra
was built by Shah Jehan under the supervision of Mir Abdul Karim and
Mukarrimat Khan of Shiraz. The inscriptions inside the dome of the Taj
Mahal bear the name Amanat Khan of Shiraz. This Amanat Khan was
given Jagir within the area of present Amritsar, where he had built a Sarai
(inn) on the Central Asian pattern which still exists there.

Lahore.

At Lahore where the Muslims constructed many superb monuments
ever since the time of its occupation by Mahmud of Ghazna. However,
a large number of such momuments that fortunately have survived the
ravages of time, mostly belong to the Mughal period. I may refer here
to a few of them. The marvellous group of gardens—Shalimar, Bagh-i-
Dilkusha, the group of tombs at Shahdara—Jahangir's mauoleum
adjoining the Akbari Sarai, the tomb of Asaf Khan, the father-in-law of
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Under the Khaljis who succeeded the Ghourids, Sultan Alauddin
Khalji added a special gateway to the Quwwatul Islam Masjid. He also built
the ‘Jamaat Khana’ (meeting place) a red stone monument at the shrine
of Hazrat Nizamud Din Auliya. These monuments are regarded as the
best specimens of Muslim architecture in the sub-continent. The walls of
the A’lai Darwaza are decorated with stone carvings of a novel design.
Similarly the Tughlugs, who succeeded the Khaljis in the fourteenth century,
built many red-stone monuments with slanting or tapering walls. The
design was fresh from Iran then.

The names of the chief architects appear on many buildings themselves
and in the contemporary historical records. In this connection the tomb of
Sultan Shah in Bihar built in 1266 may be mentioned, its chief architect
was a native of Kabul. Jaunpur, the seat of the Sharqi Sultans, contains a
special type of architecture created by those rulers. The old bridge on the
Gomti river was built by an architect from Kabul, Afzal Ali, in 1568,
in the early years of Akbar’s reign. Ahmadabad, the capital of Gujarat,
has a mosque which was built in 1053. The Sultans of Gujarat built
many superb monuments all over Gujarat. Sultan Mahmud Begdah had
his gardens laid out by an architect from Khurasan. According to Abdur
Rahim Khan Khanan he also introduced Hamams in Gujarat, desizned and
supervised by a Persian architect, Ali Muhammad Gurg.

In Deccan, where Bahmani Sultans established themselves in 1343 with
Gulbarga as their capital, the largest mosque was bulit by an Iranian archi-
tect. Designed by architect Rafi of Qazwin, it is covered by domes all over
and has no courtyard. The grand mausoleum of Sultan Ahmad Shah Wali
Bahamani (1434) was designed by architect Shukrullah who was specially.
called from Qazwin. Its interior decorations are similar to the monuments
built by Timurid princes in Samargand. Amir Timur’'s tomb built in 1404,
was designed by one Muhammad bin Mahmud of Isfahan.

In 1526, Babur laid the foundation of the Mughal Empire. He had
immediately built here many gardens and some other necessary buildings,
which were designed by the architects who came here with him. Babur
has specially noted in his Memoirs that he had ordered his architects to
build certain buildings. Babur was succeeded by his son Humayun who
also built some buildings in Benaras and Hissar,  which ‘were undoubtedly
designed by some foreign architects, although their names are not available.
Humayun regained his empire with the help of Shah Tahmasp of Iran, at
whose court the Mughal ruler had ample opportunties to stildy and observe
Iranian culture and civilization. Iranian artists, poets and architects
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According to Ferguson’s ‘History of Muslim Architecture in India,’
there are “at least twelve or fifteen different styles of Muhammadan
architecture in India”, which he has named either after the locality or the
people then living there. The minor differences in the general appearance
are due either to the nature of the material available or to the adaptation
of the existing monuments to their purposes. The dome of the Taj Mahal
at Agra, the mausoleum of Shahjahan’s wife Arjmand Banu Begum,
known as Mumtaz Mahal; and the central dome of the Badshahi Masjid
at Lahore show a common design and lay-out of all these monuments,
Hence the similarity between the Iranian and Indian and  Pakistani
monuments, The Khishti Masjid and the minaret at Labore were built by
Sultan Mahmud Ghaznavi on the style and design of those monuments
which had already been built abroad and exist even today. As the
conquerors, Turks, Seljugs, Afghans and Persians settled down in the sub-
continent. They did all their architectural work on the arcuate style.

In 1191 when Delhi was occupied by the Muslim forces under the
command of Qutbuddin Aybak, they built a mosque with the tallest
minaret to commemorate their victory. The mosque, named the Quwwatul
Islam Masjid, is there even today. Itsarches are adormed with Quranic
verses pertaining to mosques in Kufi and Naskhi—Thulth calligraphic style.
A similar mosque was built by Qutbuddin Aybak at Ajmer which got
finishing touches under the supervision of his successor, Shamsud Din
Iltutmish.

At Bukhara the single-domed tomb of Ismail Samani (907) based on
squinch system of construction exists even now. When Nasiruddin Mahmud,

the eldest son of Sultan Shamsuddin Tltutmish died in 1231 at Delhi, his
tomb was erected on a fresh design at Sultan Garhi as the area is called
now. The dome with an octagonal base on squinch system was built on the
model of the ancient monuments in the Azerbaijan tradition.

The Qiranes Sa’'dain of Amir Khusrow (d. 1325) contains a full
description of the Quwwatul Islam Masjid of Delhi. It is said to have
had domes over its praying chamber which no longer exist. Its lofty
minaret, now called the Qutab Minar, is still one of the major historic
monuments. of Delhi. Originally it was a muezzin’s tower. It was begun
by Sultan Qutbuddin Aybak, built by his successor, Sultan Shamsuddin
Iltutmish, and finished by Sultan Firoz Shah Jughlug. All the three
names are found inscribed on it. Tt also contains many Quranic verses
and sayings of the Holy Prophet. ‘
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some ways and means are adopted by both the countries to co-operate
with each other in the fleld of music, there is a grand future for the music
of the Orient. 1t is, therefore, desirable that the scholars of Pakistan and
Iran join hands to support actively the cause of brotherhood in music too.
There may be frequent Seminars on music in both the countries. Each
country may liberally and sincerely draw upon the musical resources of the
other country. Khayals may be composed in modern Irani Ragas and a
sincere endeavour be made to propagate them through Radio, Television
and music conferences in Pakistan. Such performances may be featurized
by attractive speeches and musical explanations. Likewise, Iranian singers
and musicians may draw upon the repertory of our Ragas — Ragas
which appeal to their musical sense — and through beautiful compositions
popularize them in Iran. Again, joint melodies can be composed by the
united efforts of the big ones of both the countries. Able and noteworthy
Pakistani experts may be appointed in the Tehran University to educate
the Tranian students in Pakistani system of music and notation and similarly
Iranian experts may be invited by our Universities to teach us their music,
Finally Pakistan and ITran need a common form of Solfa type Notation
to write, sing and play music. And this can be done easily, for whatever
may be our languages, the Asiatic Spirit of Music remains the same. When
there is so much similarity in our Modes and expressions of music—
Melodies as well as voice production and Rhythmic palterns — it is not
difficult to form a Common Notation. It is our highest desire that God
may help us in this noble cause of making a lasting mark in the domain of
music.
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are also played more or less in the same manner. Is it not enough to establish

the similarity between the two nations, their character and their music? As

we know, music is always sung or played in keeping with the nature and

spirit of a country and its people and if any two countries resemble each

other in these characteristics, should we not feel and proclaim that the two
- nations are like brothers?

In September. 1967, I had the honour to attend on behalf of Pakistan the
International Conference on the ‘Music Education in The Countries of The
Orient’, held in Tehran, and believe me during all those days (September
7—12) I felt T was moving about in my own country. There was a very
friendly and sincere atmosphere all around and familiar but lovely melodies
were working their magic on me. After witnessing the wonderful feats of
some athletes with the charming rhythm of a drum I was absorbed in deep
thoughts, so much so that most of the important historical events and the
musical achievements of the past were revived. I felt as if I wereon the
mountain top to witness all those strange but charming movements. On one
occasion when many foreign artistes sang or played, I was only thrilled when
the Iranian Santoor player, played Bhairavi on his instrument utilizing all the
three octaves. I was really amazed to find that the Tans and variations he
played in Bhairavi were the very same which we sing or play. I felt a spiritual
satisfaction within to discover the affinity between the two systems. The
base of Iranian music like ours is the Melody and Harmony is only a
foreign element which changes the very nature of our music. What I mean
is that when we harmonize our music it sounds foreign. The real Iranian
and Pakistani music emphasises the Melody and avoids Harmony. Even in
the world seminar on oriental music in Tehran almost all the Western
scholars finally agreed that the real integrity of oriental music can only be
maintained by avoiding Polyphony and modern Jazz trends. It was agreed
that the Western Notation has often failed to register the exact variations
and Tans of oriental music which are not mathematical and mostly depend
upon the expression of notes in accordance with the individuality of a great
artiste ; the rise and fall of notes are according to his desire ; the infinite
variety of Alap, Tans and variations are always the exact reflection of his
inner self. And so many times the same singer conveys the same melody
according to his inner mood and trend and which sounds different on
different occasions. Hence the real Iranian and Pakistani melodies are the
music proper for us, which convey the exact meaning of the poet, composer
and the singer.

Limitless Possibilities

Considering all the above facts and achievements, one feels that if
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our favourite instruments; so much so that they are even used in modern
film compositions. Another form of singing based on the Rhythmic Patterns
of Iran was introduced by Hazrat Amir Khusro. This form is known as
Qawwali and it has four parts i.e., Qaul, Qalbana, Nagsh and Gul. This
is a form of devotional music in praise of God, the Prophet, Saints and
Sages. Today Pakistanis like Qawwali more than any other form of music.
These were just a few points to show what Iranian music has done for our
music. But the most important Iranian factor which enriched our music
was the addition of Zamzamas, Murkis, embellishments and the charming
musical ornaments. For thousands of years the people of the sub-continent
were singing and playing in a dry manner. They could go as far as they
could in their own way. They did not know how to go beyond their
monotonous range. Then came the beauntiful Iranian flow of melodious.
Variations and embellishments and the impressive style of voice production.
And this in due course of time gave birth to scores of melodious singers
in our country. Music, devoid of expression is nothing; music with
expression is the music proper; music devoid of beauty is dead ; music
with beauty is life. We must acknowledge that we got expression and
beauty from Iran. I can safely remark that the Iranian music is the origin
of many of our great songs, including the popular and film melodies. This is
due to the fact that the beautiful rendering of voice and through its various
charming variations and embellishments are the very heart and soul of
our music.

There is another interesting similarity between the Iranian and
Pakistani music they very often sound alike. When we listen to
Iranian melodies they remind us of our own songs in Bhairvi, Kalangra, ctc.
Sometimes we feel they are singing in Jaunpari or Eman ; we feel it is our
own music and indeed it is, for the source and its projection are identical.
Many of our melodious singers like the late Barkat Ali Khan, Ghulam Ali
Khan and masters like Ustad Ashiq Ali Khan were very fond of rendering
Iranian embellishments. While singing a Thumri, Dadra, Kafi, Ghazal or
Geet they would intentionally point out that they were going to sing in
the Iranian style and the listeners would request them again and again to
sing in the same style. This Gaiki or style of singing has become our
second mnature and even those who do not know that these are the Iranian
forms, unconsciously take delight in singing the same style of songs and
variations. I must also point out that another type of our music which
establishes a strong link between Iran and Pakistan is the music of the

North-western Frontier of West Pakistan. The same Ragas and the types of
melodies are sung, the same type of Rhythms are used and the instruments
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the basic Islamic teachings. Holding the torch of reason in our hands and
Hluminating our minds and hearts with the living intellectual and spiritual
legacy of our ancestors, we can pour way towards a most successful and
happy life.

NOTES

1. A Musnad hadith is one in which the whole chain of narrators up to
the masim from whom it is related is mentioned.

2. A Mur‘sal hadith, on the contrary, is one in which the chain of narra-
tors is incomplete up to the ma‘sém from whom it is related, so that
the narrator may not have met, or received the tradition directly from
the ma’sim.

3. Such as ‘Allamah in Mukhtalaf, Shahid I in the Commentary]on Irshad,
and others

4, The same view is also held by Imidm Ahmad (b. Hanbal). See Syed
Ameer Ali, Mohammedan Law. Vol II, p. 87.

It is interesting to note that Ameer Ali has not given here the rule of
Shi‘ah law of allowing the wife of a missing person to apply for a
decree of divorce to a Judge after the expiration of four years during
which no news about the life or death of the person are available. He
has only given the rule of the Shi‘ah law relating to the decree of pre-
sumed death in case of a missing person for the purpose of the distri-
bution of his property, which is ten years according to the Shi‘ah law,
(See Ameer Ali op. cit., p. 88.)

See Syed Ameer Ali, op. cit., p. 88.

6. See Baillie Digest of Moohummudan Law, Part Second, page 262.

7. See Abdur Rahman, Nawab A.F. M., Institute of Mussalman Law,
Lahore, 1969, p. 137.

8. See al~Tiisi, Abu Ja’far Muhammad b. Hasan Shaykh al-Ta‘ifah, Kirah
al-Khilaf, Vol. II, p. 440.

9. See Syed Ameer Ali, op. cit.,, p. 400, where hz has quoted Jami‘al-
Shatit as his authority for the rule.
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the Non-Litigous Jurisdiction Act of Iran deal with Wills, in Pakistan ‘action
shall be taken according to the general law of the country as--well as *the
Muslim Law in general. : ' e

Missing Persons.

Except for the period of four years provided by the laws of Iran and
Pakistan after which the wife of a missing person is entitled to apply
for a divorce, the other rules contained in the Civil Code, Sections 1011-
1024 and the Non-Litigious Jurisdiction Act of Iran, Sections 126-161"have
no parallel in the enacted family laws of Pakistan, and here action shall be
taken under the general law of the country as well as the Muslim ‘Law in
general.

Interdiction, Administrators and Trustees,

As regards the Iranian rules relating to Interdiction and Administra-
tors, contained in the Civil Code, Sections 1207-1256 and the Non-Litigious
Jurisdiction Act, Sections 48-102, as well as those relating to a Trustee,
contained in the Non-Litigious Jurisdiction Act, Sections 103-125, in Pakistan
action shall be taken according to the provisions contained in the Civil
Procedure Code and Guardians and Wards Act relating to Interdiction,
Administrators and Trustees, as well as next friends and guardians.

CONCLUSION

Generally speaking, both Pakistan and Iran adhere strictly to the
classical law in so far as its application to the questions pertaining to the
personal laws of the Muslim is concerned. Very few departures have been
made by the two countries from the accepted principles of the classicdl Mus-
lim law. - While Pakistan has adopted several amendments in the Orthodox
Hanafite law, especially by the enactment -of:the Muslim Family Laws Ordi~
nance, Iran has also adopted the rule of registration of marriages, provided
in Section 1 of the Marriage Act, which is in keeping ‘with the requirement.
of witnesses according to the Sunni law. 1t is hoped that Pakistan will
also follow the rule of requiring all divorces and recalls to be registered, as.
contained in Section 1 of the Marriage Act of Iran

In this age of eclecticism which has dawned upon the Musl1m world,
the Muslim countries have as yet much to learn from each other. This
must be done, and done as early as possible, in the light of the pressing
needs and requirements of the modern age, but without throwing overboard
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marriage shall be until the delivery of the child, but it does not mention
the period of ninety days, and this seems to be a lacuna, even according
to the Shi‘ah figh.

Where the right to divorce has been duly delegated to the wife and
she wishes to exercise it, the laws of both the countries have provided the
procedure to be adopted in such cases (See Muslim Family Laws Ordinance,
Section 7, and Family Protection Act of Iran, Section 10).

The laws of both the countries do not apply any restriction on the
remarriage of the parties where their marriage has been terminated by
taldq, and provide that there is no need of an intervening marriage with a
third person, unless such termination is for the third time effective. See
Muslim Family Laws Ordinance, Section 7 (6), and Civil Code of Iran,
Section 1145, para 4).

Inheritance

The doctrine of per stirpes distribution contained in Section 4 of the
Muslim Family Laws Ordinance of Pakistan, corresponds to a similar provi-
sion in Shi‘ah law, and forms part of the Iranian family laws relating to
inheritance. However, as regards the rule that children of a predeceased
son or daughter of a propositus would get the per stirpes share equivalent
to that which such son or daughter would have received if alive, it is in
clear contravention of the principle of disentitling the children of a prede-
ceased son or daughter, recognized by all the schools of Muslim Law,
Sh¥*ah and Sunni alike. Sections 875 and 910 of the Civil Code of Iran are
opposed to the rule contained in Section 4 of the Muslim Family Laws Or-
dinance which entitles the children of a predeceased son or daughter. How-
ever, Section 911 of the Civil Code provides, that if a person has left no
children, his/her children’s children shall receive what their parents would
have received if alive.

It may be noted that the principle adopted by Section 4 of the Mus-
lim Family Laws Ordinance, though apparently contrary to the accepted
doctrine of Muslim law of inheritance, is, yet, in keeping with the
general principles of equity and justice, as the disentitlement of the children
of a predeceased son or daughter would méan‘ a double misfortune for the
poar fellows who are already deprived of the affection and maternal help
of their parent (or parents). Some Doctors of Law have also favoured such
a provision in their individual capacity.

Wills., | -
While Sections 825-859 of the Civil Code and Sections 276-299 of
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issuance of a certificate of non-reconciliation for the purpose of obtaining
a divorce from her husband, the Tranian Family Protection Act, Section
11 : ii-iv, gives her such title in case:

(7}: the husband has been addicted to anything harmful which is
detrimental to the very basis of the family life and renders
the continuance of the marital life impossible, or

(ii) the husband marries another wife without the consent of the
first wife, or

(¢} the husband abandons the family life, or
(iv) the husband has been convicted for a crime repugnant to the
position and dignity of the wife.

On the other hand, no such rules are contained in the family laws
in force in Pakistan. However, as regards item (i) of the above law, the
consent of the wife has been replaced by the permission of the Chairman
of the local Union Council by the Muslim Family Laws Ordinance, and
similarly sub-section (iv) of Section 2 of the Pakistan Dissolution of Muslim
Marriages Act serves the same purpose as the rule contained in item (iii)
above. With regard to the rules contained in the Civil Code of Tran,
Sections 1121-1132, in Pakistan the Muslim law in general shall apply to
such cases,

Divorce & Iddah

As regards the provisions contained in the Civil Code of lran,
Sections 1133-1149, relating to divorce and Sections 1150-1157 relating to
Iddah, in Pakistan Sections 7 and 8 of the Muslim Family Laws Ordinance,
of 1961 and the Muslim law in general shall be observed in cases falling
under the said provisions.

The Muslim Family Laws Ordinance, Section 7 (4), provides that
within thirty days of the receipt of an otice (of divorce), the Chairman of the
local Union Council shall constitute an Arbitration Council for the purpose
of bringing about a reconciliation between the parties. But the Iranian family
law (Famlly Protection Act of Iran, Section 6) does not specify any period
with which the court of law is required to take action on the application for
divorce 'by a husband or wife, and the matter has been left absolutely to
the discretion of the court.

In case of a pregnant wife, the Muslim Family Laws Ordinance,
Section 7 (5), prescribes that a divorce shall not be effective until the expiry
of ninety days or until the pregnancy ends, whichever be later. On the
other hand, the Iranian Civi/ Code, Section 1153, lays down that where a
wife is pregnant, the duration of iddah for-a divorce or dissolution of
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no special period for the continuance of it is mentioned there.
Leprosy in a man is not a sufficient cause for entitling a woman
to demand dissolution of marriage, though it is a sufficient cause
if it is found in a woman, (Civil Code of Iran, Section 1132).
Now as regards a venercal disease, Section 1127 of the Civil
Code of of Iran allows a wife only to refuse to cohabit with,
the husband if the Jatter happens to suffer from such a disease,
but the Iranian family faw does not entitle the wife to demand
dissolution of marriage on this ground. However, according
to Section 1040, Civil Code of Iran, the parties to a marriage
may demand from each other a certificate duly signed by an
authorized physician to the effect that the other party is not
suffering from any contagious disease. Moreover, a special
‘law, passed in December 1938, makes the production of a
medical fitness certificate before marriage compulsory, but it
has exempted the girls from producing such certificate.

(viii) If she, having been given in marriage by her father or other
guardian before she attained the age of sixteen years, repudiat-
ed the marriage before attaining the age of eighteen years,
provided that the marriage had not been consummated.

No such provision is found in the Iranian law.

(ix) If the husband treats her with cruelty, that is to say, (a)
habitually assaults her or makes her life miserable by cruelty
of conduct, even if such conduct does not amount to physical
ill-treatment, or (b) associates with women of evil repute or
leads an infamous life, or (¢) attempts to force her to lead an
immoral life, or (d) disposes of her property or prevents her
exercising her legal rights over it, or (e) obstructs her in the
observance of her religious profession or practice, or (f) if
he, having more than one wife, does not treat her equitably
in accordance with the injunctions of the Quran.

No such provisions are found in the Irapnian family laws. In case

of (e) and (f), such rights is tacitly granted to the wife according to the
Shiah law, and hence by the Iranian law,

(x) On any other ground which is recognized as valid for the
dissolution of marriage under Muslim Law.

No such clear provision is found in the Iranian laws, but it is
understood that the right would be available if recognized by the

Shi‘ah law.
~‘As regards the right of a woman to apply to a court of law for the
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by the general restrictions provided by the Family Laws of Pakistan, as
contained in the different statutes, etc.

Dissolution of Marriage.

The Dissolution of Muslim Marriages Act of Pakistan, as amended upto
- date, lays down that a wife can apply for the dissolution of her marriage
in the following cases :

0)

)

(iii)

()

™)

(vi)

(vii)

When the whereabouts of the husband have not been known
for a period of four years.
A similar provision is contained in section 1029 of of the Civil
Code of Iran.
If the husband has neglected or failed to provide for the
maintenance of his wife for a period of two years.

The Civil Code of Iran, Section 1129, also provides a
similar rule, but no period is specified therein.

If the husband has taken a second wife in contravention of the
provisions of the Muslim Family Laws Ordinance, 1961.

No such right has expressly been provided in the law, if
the husband contracts a marriage in contravention of the
Iranian family laws.

If the husband has been sentenced to imprisonment for a
period of seven years or upwards.

According to the (Family Protection Act of Iran, Section
11 : i, the prescribed period is five years.

If the husband has failed to perform, without any reasonable
cause, his marital obligation for a period of three years.

There is a general provision in the Civil Code of Iran,
section 1130, giving such right to the wife if the husband has
failed to perform his duties to her, and there is no express
mention of the marital obligation or the period of failure on
part of the husband. .

If the husnand was impotent at the time of the marriage and
continues to be so.

A similar provision has been made in Section 1122 of the
Civil Code of Itan.
If the husband has been insane for a period of two years, or
is suffering from leprosy, or a virulent venereal disease.

According to the Iranian Civil Code, Section 1121, insanity
is a sufficient ground for the dissolution of a marriage, but
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from the husband as arrears of land revenue, (Section 9, Muslim Family
Laws Ordinance). In Iran the wife may apply to the court of law for fixing
the amount of maintenance payable by the husband, and if the husband
fails to carry out the order of the court, she may apply to a Shariat court for
separation, (Section 10, Marriage Act). A similar recourse has also been
provided by the Pakistan law for the wife to obtain separation order from
the court if the husband fails to provide for her maintenance for two
years (Section 2, ii, Dissolution of Muslim Mariages Act) with the difference
that no such period is provided in the Iranianlaw. '

Maintenance of Children and Family

As regards the rules céntained in the Iranian law dealing with the
children and maintenance of family, etc., they have no parallel in Pakistan
statutes and here the Muslim law in general shall be observed. The Muslim
Family Laws Ordinance section 9, provides for the maintenance of the
wife only, but no rules are mentioned anywhere in Pakistani family laws
relating to the maintenance of other members of a person’s family.
Section 488 of the code of Criminal Procedure can also be resorted for
claiming maintenance of wife and minor children, in Pakistan.

Dower

With regard to the rules relating to dower contained in sections 1078-
1101 of the Civil Code of Iran, in Pakistan the Muslim Law in general shall
apply to the such cases. The Muslim Family Laws Ordinance has specifically
mentioned one case : where no details about the mode of payment are speci-
fied in the Nikahnama, or the marriage contract, the entire amount of the
dower shall be presumed to be payable on demand. This rule is not ment-
ioned by the Iranian law anvwhere, but asitis in conformity with the
Shi’ah law, it is presumably applicable in Iran, also.

Temporarj' Marriage,

According to the Iranian law, a temporary marriage is legal, and its

rules are provided in sections 1075-1077,1095-1097 and 1113 of the Iranian
Civil Code (and elsewhere). The Pakistani laws, however, do., not specific-
al]y mentlon a temporary marriage as Iega] or illegal, but E’is“'the“Pakistan

......

the Qurtan and Sunnah acccording to its own beliefs as regards their a ppli-

cation’ td xts personal laws, the Pakistani law tacitly recognizes a temporary

marndgc "as legal, but it shall obviously be applicable to the Shi‘ah
members of the nation only, who shall, at the same time, also be governed
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filled in. (Muslim Family Laws Ordinance, Rule 12: 2),

Registration of Marriages

According to the Iranian law it is compulsory to register every
. marriage, divorce or recall (Marriage Act, Section 1), but in Pakistan only
marriages contracted under Muslim Law (and not divorces and recalls) are
required to be registered (Muslim Family Laws Ordinance, section S5).
However divorce has to be notified to the Chairman, Union Council, in
Pakistan so as to enable conciliation proceedings to be set on foot, before
divorce is finalised.

Residence for the Wife

According to the law of both the countries it is a special prerogative
of the husband to decide as to the place of residence of the wife, and the
laws of both the countries hold the husband responsible for his wife’s
maintenance even if she leaves his house and lives apart from him, with the
difference that while the Iranian law adds a proviso for the wife’s right to
maintenance relating to the existence of a reasonable fear (Section 1115
of the Ciil Code), the Pakistani law makes no such condition for the
husband’s liability. (PLD, 1959 Lahore 740. etc).

Custody of Children

The rules relating to the right of custody of the children contained
in Sections 15 and 16 of the Marriage Act of Iran have no parallel in Pakistan
statutes and here the Muslim law in general is applicable in Pakistan.
Moreover, while the Family Protection Act of Iran has laid so much
emphasis on a satisfactory arrangement for the custody and maintenance
of the children after their parents’ separation, in Pakistan no such guarantee
has been provided by the enacted law.

Maintenance

According to the laws of both the countries the husband is liable
for the maintenance of his wife. The principle of determining the quantum
of maintenance is almost similar in the laws of both the countries. In
case of failure on the part of the husband to maintain the wife, according
to the Pakistan law the wife may apply to the Chairman of the Union
Council for specifying the amount of maintenance which is recoverable
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though some Hanafi doctors have also favoured the rule that in cases
not declare the marriage itself as illegal.

Likewise, the Iranian law also provides detailed procedure for obtain-
ing the permission of the court of law, where a man intends to have another
wife during the subsistence of another wife. Like the Pakistani law, the
Iranian law also does not render the marriage contracted without obtaining the
permission of the court as unlawful or invalid, and only provides punishment
for the contracting party, (Family Protection Act of Iran, section 14),

Betrothal & Guardians

The rules relating to betrothal and permission of girls’ guardians
contained in sections 1034-1044 and 1042-1044 of Iranian Civil Code respec-
tively have no corresponding legislation in Pakistan, and here they are to be
governed by the general law of the country or the Muslim law in general.
- Likewise, the laws concerning restrictions on marriage (Sections 1045-1061),
conditions for the Validity of a Marriage (Sections 1062-1070) and Wakalat
in Marriage (Sections 1071-1074 of the Civil Code) have also no parallel in
Pakistan statutes, and here such cases are to be governed by the general law
of the land or the Muslim law in general,

Legal Age for Marriage

The laws of both the countries prohibit the marriage of minors for
females under the age of full fifteen years by Iranian law (Section 1041 of the
Civil Code) and sixteen years by the Pakistani law (The Child Marriage
Restraint Act, as amended up to date, Section 2, Clause “a”), and for
males under eighteen years by the law of both the countries.

Rights and Obligations & Marriage with Non-Muslim Male

The provisions relating to the Rights and Obligations of the spouses
and marriage of a Muslim lady with a non-Muslim male contained in the
Iranian Civil Code, Sections 1162-1119 and section 1059 respectively have
no corresponding provisions in the Pakistani enacted law, and such cases
shall be governed by the Muslim law in general in Pakistan.

Marriage with Foreigners

The restrictions on marriage with foreign nationals contained in
section 17 of the Marriage Act of Iran do not exist in Pakistan, and it is
only in the case of Government servants in Pakistan that Form 11 is to be
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the whole of the lower shall be regarded as prompt—an illustration in point
is the opinion of Imam Ala-ud-Din Al-Kasani in his well known treatise,
Al-Badae Al-Sande.

COMPARISON BETWEEN FAMILY LAWS OF IRAN & PAKISTAN

In Iran almost all the family laws have been incorporated in the
existing corpus of legal enactments in a codified form, while in Pakistan
only a few rules relating to marriage, divorce and inheritance have been set
forth in existing statutes and most of the problems concerning family affairs
have been left over to the courts of law to decide on the basis of the
Muslim law in general contained in the leading books of the Muslim
jurists belonging to the respective sects. Thus, while in Iran the powers of
the courts of law are very much limited and are confined only to the applica-
tion of the legislative enactments, the law courts in Pakistan have a very
wide range of powers in respect of the decisions to be adopted by them in
various cases pertaining to family affairs which are brought before them.
The case law, therefore, plays a very important role in deciding such cases
in Pakistan, while, in Iran, it occupies a secondary position.

A few more salient features of comparison and contrast between the
family laws of Iran and Pakistan! are given below.

Family Disputes

While according to the Iranian law, all family disputes are to be
referred to a court of law, in Pakistan such disputes are to be referred to
the Chairman of the Local Union Council. The Muslim Family Laws
Ordinance and its relevant Rules provide a detailed procedure to be adopted
in cases relating to family disputes, (Section 2 of the Ordinance and Sections
3 to 6A of the relevant Rules.) Similar procedure has also been provided
in the Family Protection Act of Iran and its relevant Rules.

Peolygamy

Polygamy is not prohibited by law either in Iran or in Pakistan. In
case of a Pakistan Muslim desiring to marry another wife, very wide powers
have been given to the Arbitration Council (appointed by the Chairman of the
Union Council) for giving him permission, though the Council is required to
have regard to certain conditions mentioned in Section 14 of the Muslim Family
Laws Ordinance. The Pakistan law provides punishment for a person who
contracts a second marriage in contravention of the relevant laws, but does
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Parallelism between Shi‘ah or Iranian Law and Pakistan Family Laws

1. The rule contained in the Dissolution of Muslim Marriages Act, Section
2 (ii), that a woman married under the Muslim Law shall be entitled to
obtain a decree for the dissolution of her marriage on the ground that the
whereabouts of the husband have not been known for a period of four years
is akin to the rule of Shi‘ah law. This rule has been quoted by Baillie
The Digest of Mohummudan Law Part Second, page 165). It is also contained
in Section 1029 of the Civil Code of Iran.

The rule is in conformity with the Shafi‘i and one of the opinions
of the Mailikid school, yet according to one school of Hanafite law, which is
followed by a great majority of the people of Pakistan, the period after
which the wife of a missing person is entitled to apply to a judge for the
decree of divorce is 60 to 90 years.S

2. The doctrine of per stirpes distribution of inheritance contained
in Section 4 of the Muslim Family Laws Ordinance of 1961 is also similar to
the provision of Shi‘ah law, contrary to the doctrine of per capita distribution
provided under the orthodox. Hanafite view.6

3. The rule contained in section 7 (6) of Muslim Family Laws
Ordinance that ‘Nothing shall debar a wife whose marriage has been
terminated by faldg effective under this section from remarrying the same
husband, without an intervening marriage with a third person, unless such
termination is for the third time so effective” is also in consonance with
the Shi‘ah law.

According to the orthodox Hanafite law, if a husband divorces his
wife three times, even by a single formula, it shall be counted as three
divorces and he shall not be allowed to remarry her unless she is married to
an intermediary husband (though the act itself is regarded as sinful) and
separated from him after consummation. Inthat case too, the first husband
may contract a legal marriage with her only after she has completed her
‘iddak following the separation from the second husband.?

On the contrary, such remarriage is permitted by the Shi'ah law,
where three divorces are pronounced successively in the same furh or by a
single formula, as they are counted as a single talaq. in Shi'ah laws8,

4, The rule contained in Section 10 of the Pakistan Muslim Family
Laws Ordinance prescribes that where no details about the mode of payment
of the dower are specified in the nikahnama, or the marriage contract, the
entire amount of the dower shall be presumed to be payable on demand.
This is in consonance with the Shiah Law. According to several Hanafi,
Fuqaha, a fair proportion of the dower must be considered as prompt,
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full confidence in Kulayni. mursal traditions in this book are attached the
same degree of authenticity by the Shi‘ah scholars and jurists3 as masnad
traditions. Like al-Kifi, this book has also several commentaries and notes
written by Shi‘ah jurists, and is held in high esteem by all the Shi‘ah scholars
and jurists.

3. “Tahdhid al-Ahkdam (fi Sharh-i-al-Mugni‘ah al-Shaykh Mufid)”
by Abi Ja‘far Muhammad b. al-Hasan al-Tiisi, alias Shaykh al-T#d’ifah
(d. 460 A.H./1068 A.D.,) As the title of the book shows, it is a commentary
on the book : “Mugni’ah’ written by the author’s teacher, Shaykh Mufid.
Most of the traditions contained in this book are already mentioned in the
earlier two books, nevertheless, Tis1 ranks among the most leading Shi‘ah
jurists. His other book on figh, Mabsit, is certainly the biggest and the
most voluminous book on Shi‘ah figh up to his time, and most of the later
books, as ‘‘al Shard’i al-Islam’™ of Muhaqqiq Hilli, “al-Qawi’id”’ and ‘‘al
Tadhkirah” by Allimah Hill1 and ‘““al Lum’ah al Damishgiyyah” of Shahid
I are mainly based on that book.

4, SAl-Istibsdr fi mi ukhtalifa min al-akhbar” - (Investigations into
the reports on which there is difference of opinion) by Shaykh al-Tiisi, the
author of the above book No. 3. As is obvious from its very title, the
author has scrutinized the various traditions on which there exists some
difference of opinion among the Shi‘ah scholars and jurists. He has, thus,
endeavoured to minimise the difference by giving different interpretations
on the various traditions, which, otherwise, appear to be contradicting
each other, and therefore create confusion and ambiguity in the mind of the
reader.

Besides the above four basic books from which almost the whole corpus
of Shi'ah figh has been derived, the rest of the books, including Tasi’s
remarkable work : ‘*“Mabsiit,” already mentioned, have also been writetn by
Iranians, indeed with the exception of a few of them, like” al-Shara’i
“al-Islam”, *“al-Qawd’id”, ““Tadhkirah’® and “Lum’ah”, and some of their
commentaries

Among the contemporary scholars too with the exception of the late
Ayatullih Muhsin al-Hakim, all the leading Shi‘ah doctors and jurists hail
from Iran. Among them are the Ayatullihs Shihriadi, Khumayni, Khii'i,
shirazi and Fini (al-Isbahdni, or Isfahdni), all of them having their seat
now in Najaf, as well as Gulpayegani, Mar‘ashi,Tabitabii and Shariatmadari
in Qum and Mildni in Maghhad., Likewise, there are also several other
leading Shi‘ah doctors [in the wvarious cities of Iran and Iragq whose
overwhelming majority is Iranian origin.
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Explanation. In the application of this personal law of any
Muslim sect, the expression “Quran and Sunnah’ shall mean the Quran
and Sunnah as interpreted by that sect.”

(The Consutution of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan—Part 11—
Chapter 2—Principles of Policy—1. Islam).

It is thus apparedt that the Shiahs Pakistan, would be governed by
their own personl Law.

Contribution of Iranian Genius to Shi‘ah Figh

It may be said beyond any doubt that the Iranian genius has played
the most important role in the formulation, consolidation and dissemination
of the Shi‘ah figh. All the four basic books that serve as the pillars on
which stands the whole edifice of the Shi‘ah figh are the product of the
Iranian mind. They are as follows :

1. “Al-Kafi” by Aba Muhammad ibn Yaqib ibn Ishiq al-Kulayni
al-Razi (d. 329 A.H./940 A.D.) This is the first collection of the ghiah
hadith, consisting of a total number of 16,199 hadith (as compared to 7,275
hadith in Sabik al Bukhiri, the biggest and most leading collection of hadith
of the Sunnis, which, after deducting repetitions, would come to only
4,000 hadith). The writer is reported to have spent at least twenty years
of his life in the compilation of this book, and for this purpose, he consulted
more than four hundred basic Shi‘ah books and contacted personally several
hundred Shi‘ah scholars and doctors of his time. Alhough the order followed
by Kulayni is not very much different from his Sunni predecessors, like
Imiam Milik (in al-Muwatti), Bukhdri, Muslim and the compilers of the
other four basic Sunni books on hadith, yet the most important innovation he
has made in his book is its beginning with the Chapter on Reason, which
is not found in any other book on the same subject, The book is said to have
been placed before the Twelfth Imdm (Mahdi) who is reported to have said :
“Lia,id K77 (It is sufficient for our Shi‘ahs), a word to which perhaps it owes
its name : “al-Kafi”’. All the leading Shi‘ahs jurists have praised this book
in very high words. A number of the Shi‘ah scholars have written com-
mentaries and notes on this book, their number exceeding even forty-five. ,

“Man la yahduruhu al-fagik’ (the book of him, ‘“‘who hath no lawyer
at hand”’) by Muhammad b. Ali b. al-Husayn b. Miisi ibn Biabwayh al-
Qummi, alias Shaykh Sadiaq (d. 381 AH./991 A.D.) This is the second
basic Shiah book on hadith, comprising a total of 5,963 hadith, of which
3,913 are masnad! and 2,050 mursal?. A large number of the mursal traditions
have been taken from al-Kéfi, which clearly indicates that Sadiiq reposed
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shall be governed by Shari‘at as regards their Personal Laws. Lastly, the Dis-
solution of Muslim Marriages Act intends to consolidate and clarify the provi-
sions of Muslim Law relating to suits for dissolution of marriage by women
married under Muslim Law and to remove doubts as to the effect of the
renunciation of Islam by a married woman on her marriage tie. A large
number of the decisions of various courts of law of the sub-continent, claimed
to have been based on the opinions of the classical doctors of Muslim
jurisprudence, have also come down to us as part of the legacy of the British
period. - :

A number of laws have been formulated and enacted in Pakistan after
the partition of the sub-continent. They are intended to make certain
amendments to the laws enacted in the pre-partition days as well as to
bring about some additional laws for regulating the life of the Muslims of
this country in accordance with the spirit of Islamic injunctions. The first
and the most important of those laws is the Muslim Family Laws Ordinance
of 1961 (and its relevant Rules) to give effect to certain recommedations
of the Commission on Marriage and Famiiy Laws, in order to elucidate
and codify some of the principles of Muslim Law in the light of present-day
conditions. It applies to all the Muslim citizens of Pakistan, Shi‘ahs and
Sunnis alike. It has brought about a number of changes in the Muslim law
heretofore in practice in this country. Some of these changes have brought
the Pakistan laws into conformity with the Shi‘ah Law, the details of which
are given elsewhere in the following pages.

The other laws enacted in Pakistan since partition include the Concilia-
tion Courts Ordinance of 1961, which provides rules for the Conciliation
Courts to enable people to settle their disputes through conciliation, the
(West Pakistan) Muslim Personal Law (Shariat) Application Act of 1962,
for the application of the Muslim Law to all cases relating to the Muslims
of this country, the (West Pakistan) Family Courts Act of 1964 for making
provision for the establishment of Family Courts for the expeditious
settlement and disposal of disputes relating to marriage and family affairs.

As regards the Muslim law in general, the Muslim Family Laws
Ordinance of 1961 says that the Muslim Law not covered by the Ordinance
remains unchanged. '

With regard to the Muslim Law and its application to the Personal
Laws of the various sects of Muslims, the Constitution of Pakistan lays
down:

“No laws shall be repugnant to the teachings and requirements
of Islam as set out in the Holy Quran and Sunnah and all the existing
laws shall be brought in conformity with the Holy Quran and Sunnah.
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Personal Laws of the non-Shi*ah Iranians, which lays down that in all matters
relating to the Personal Laws of the non-Shi‘ah Iranians whose religion has
been officially recognized (in Iran), the courts of law shall observe the
indisputable and prevalent rules and customs of their respective religion,
except in cases where the provisions of a law relate to the general administration
of the country.

With regard to the history of the Iranian Family Laws, it may be
noted that until Reza Shah Pahlavi, the founder of the present ruling
dynasty of Iran, came to power in 1925, there were practically no laws in the
country in a codified form (in the modern sense of the word). The codifica-
tion of the family laws of Iran commenced with the enactment of the Civil
Code, the first volume of which was passed by the Iranian Parliament
(Majles) in 1307/19281. Subrequently, as a supplement to the Civil Code of
Iran, the Probate Act was passed in 1309/1930, the Marriage Act in 1310;and
1316/1931 and 1937, the Law pertaining to the Denial of - Marriage in
1311/1932, the Act relating to the Application of the Personal Laws of the
Non-Shi’ah  Iranians in 1912/1933, the Law concerning Production of a
Medical (Fitness) Certificate before Marriage in 1317/1938 and the Non-
Litigious Jurisdiction Act in 1319/1940. Lastly, in June 1967, the Iranian
Parliament has passed the Family Protection Act which embodies the latest
amendments relating to family affairs in the light of the present day
requirements of the Iranian society.

History & Source of Pakistan Family Laws

On the other hand, the Muslim Family Laws in force in Pakistan are
based on (1) the Anglo-Muslim law, which had been in practice in this
sub-continent since the British rule, (2) the legal enactments in Pakistan since
the divison of the sub-continent, and (3) the Muslim law in general.

The Anglo-Muslim Jaw is contained in the various laws passed by the
British for application to the family affairs of their Muslim subjects in this
sub-continent. They include the Child Marriage Restraint Act of 1929, the
Muslim Personal Law (Shariat) Application Act of 1937 and the Dissolution
of Muslim Marriages Act of 1939, as amended upto date. The Child
Marriage Restraint Act is of a general nature, and is applicable to the
Muslims and non-Muslims alike. It is inteded to restain the marriage of
minors. It prohibits the marriage of males under 18 years and females
(formerly under 14, but after the amendment made by the Pakistan Musiim
Family Laws Ordinance of 1961 under 16 years. The Muslim Personal Law
Shariat Application Act lays down that all the Muslims of the sub-continent
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all Muslim laws—Qur'an and Sunngh. The whole edificz of the Family Laws
of Iran stands on the age-long foundation of Shi‘ah figh. Obtaining the
raw material from the source books on Shi‘ah figh, they generally incorporate
the more reliable and prevalent opinions of the Shi‘ah jurists. They are
today the sole representative and ths living example of the Shi‘ah Family
Laws in a codified form, in the modern sense of the word. They can, thus,
be of great value to us both as a source of raferznc: for Shi‘ah Family Laws
and as a ground and an example for modernizing our own laws in harmony
with the spirit of the classical Muslim law as well as in unison with the
necessities of our preseat-day society.

Sunnis & Shi‘ahs in Iran and Pakistan

Like Pakistan, Iran has also an overwhelming Muslim majority. The
bulk of the Iranian nation comprises the followers of the Shi‘ah Ithna
‘Asha’rite faith, while the Sunnis are living in great numbers in some parts
of the country as Gorgan, Kurdistan, Baluchistan and some southern areas.
On the other hand, in Pakistan the Shi‘ahs form a considerably large and
influential minority and are spread all over the Punjab, North-Western
Frontier Province, Sind. and Baluchistan, and there are only a few of them
in East Pakistan, while the Hanafite Sunnis command a majority in all the
provinces of the country.

History & Source of Iranian Family Laws

As already pointed out, the Iranian Family Laws are mainly based on
the Shi‘ah figh. Article I of the Supplementary Constitutional Law of Iran says
that the state religion of Iran is Islam and the Ithna ‘Asharite faith, and the
Shah of Iran must be a holder and promoter of this religion. Further,
Article 2 of the Law provides that all the laws of the country must be in
accordance with Islam, while Article 27 of the same Law requires that in
order to be enforceable, no law must be repugnant to the standards of the
Shariah. Lastly. Section 3 of the Civil Code of Iran lays down that where the
Iranian laws are not comprehensive or clear, or are contradictory, or where
there is no Jaw in respect of a case brought before a court of law, the court
shall decide the case in keeping with the spirit and purport of the laws
already enacted as well as the indisputable customs and usages.

It may also be added here that as the Iranian Family Laws are chiefly
derived from the Shi‘ah law, they are legally applicable only to the Shi‘ah
section of the Iranian nation. As regards the non-Shi‘ah section of the
nation, they are to be governed by an Act concerning the application of the
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that it was from that quarter of the world that the craftsmen employed by
Asoka learnt their technique. Other features, too, of these monuments
point to the same conclusion. Thus the edicts themselves bear, in their
outward form at least, a strong resemblance to the edicts of Darius the
Achaemenian monarch ; then, the capital which surmounts this and other
columns of Asoka is invariably the familiar bell-shaped capital of Persia;
and, the crowning lions at the top which their swelling veins and tense
muscular development are carved in a manner typical of what might be
expected in Perso-Greek art at this period.’”26

Some other important historic sites have been found in village
Mumrahar near Pataliputra. Strabo reports about the ‘“remnants of a
hall there, similar to the Hundred-Pillar Hall of Darius at Persepolis. The
ceiling had once been supported by a hundred huge, plain but highly
polished stone columns. However, there is no evidence of Iranian Bull-
head capitals; but they are said once to have been decorated with vines
like the Persian columns. So it is not surprising that the court ceremonial
in these halls had likewise been influenced by Achaemenian models.”’2?

Conclusion

It is small wonder then that the people of Pakistan are so deeply
conscious of their centuries old affinity with the people of Iran. This has
been further reinforced and immortalized through the bonds of Islamic
faith. It is one of the excellences of Islam that it knows no prejudice and
confirms all that is good and beautiful in the legacy of the past. Thus they
have succeeded in preserving a sense of pride in their common heritage and
together rejoice in their wonderful tradition of cultural continuity through
the ages.
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more readily discernible in the architectural and decorative fields; some time
there are similarities of technique’” 18 in the Gandhara architecture.
Votive stupas found in Paur (Swat) are also exactly in the Iranian style.
Columns and Lions in stone before the main stupa in Butkara (Swat) also
represent Iranian form and style.19

2. PATALIPUTRA: It was the capital of Muaryan Empire. Here
Asoka’s place is the finest example of architecture bearing Iranian influence.
Its splendour, some scholars say, was equal to the Achaemenian palaces
at Susa and Ecbatana. “The remains of a great hall with stone columns
are reminiscent, in their disposition, of the hypostyle halls at Persepolis™.20
“And the beautiful polish of the stone,” holds Sir Mortimer Wheeler,
“implies an Iranian technique, probably introduced by the Iranian artists
who worked at Asoka’s court.”2l He further says that ‘“the bell capital
is of a Persepolitan type; the effect of fluting, obtained from the carving
around it of elongated lotus petals, is similar to that on Achaemenian
capital and bases.”22 Sir John Marshall is also of the same view. He
observes that it was in Persia that the bell-shaped capital was evolved ; it
was from Persian originals that the smooth unfluted shafts of the Mauryan
columns were copied; it was from Persia again that the craftsmen of
Asoka learnt how to give so lustrous a polish to stone—a technique of
which numerous examples survive at Persepolis and elsewhere.”23 Accor-
ding to Mr. George B. Walker the campaniform and even the bull capitals
of Mauryan architecture are basically Iranian. The rock-cut sanctuaries
and architectural caves which are the glory of Buddhist architecture in the
sub-continent also evince Iranian influence. The architects undoubtedly
derived their inspiration directly from the pillared halls cut into the cliffs
in Media and Persia.24

3. SARNATH: This was also an important centre of the Mauryan
empire. Here lie the world-famous effigies of four lions on the capitals of
the column of Asoka. According to Mr. V. Smith their design had been
suggested by Iranian architects. Sir John Marshall also concedes the
Persian influence on them. Dr. Arthur U. Pope also declares “the effigies
of the four lions of Asoka’s column at Sarnath and the Dharmachakra
were in fact symbols of ancient Iran and could be seen in the Achaemenian
ruins of Takht-i-Jamshid.””2%

4. SANCHI: Sir John Marshall, writing on the monuments of
Sanchi, remarks that the monuments of Asoka stand unique in India, but
precisely the same peculiarity is found in the palace of Persepolis and
among other buildings of ancient Persia, and there is reason for believing
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prospered under such foreign rulers as the Achaemenians, the Greeks, the
Bactrians, the Scytho-Parthians and the Kushans, who all left their influence
in one form or the other.”” 12 The Iranians left their influence on almost
every aspect of the public life of their subjects, whose buildings, dress,
language, culture and even customs were profoundly affected by the advanced
culture and civilization of Iran. Not only in the northern part of the sub-
continent but also in the central and far eastern cities such as Pataliputra
(modern Patna in India), Sarnath (near Benaras), Sanchi (near Bhopal in
Central India) and a number of other historical sites direct Iranian influence
is traceable.

Historic Architectural sites

1. TAXILA: It was included in the satrapy of the great Achaemenian
empire of Persia in the 6th century B.C. and later it successively saw the
rule of the Greeks, Mauryans, Bactrian-Greeks, Scythians, Parthians and
lastly that of the grecat Kushan kings. It is world-famous for its unique
Gandhara civilization. Remarkable architectural remains, excavated from
Sirkap and from the Buddhist stupas and monasteries are found there. It
was visited by Fa Hian, a Chinese pilgrim, in the 4th century. He describes
Taxila as ““a rich and flourishing city and a place of great sanctity.””13

Excavations at Taxila have disclosed three distinct city sites-Bhir
Mound, Sirkap and Sirsukh. Bhir Mound is the earliest city dating back
to 6th century B.C. having no general plan. Sirkap, second city was construc-
ted in or about 2nd century B.C. The wide streets and rubble masonry
buildings are remarkable for its town planning. This city, it is believed,
was abandoned in favour of Sirsukh during the Kushan dynasty.l4. Sir
John Marshall has indicated the similarities between the palaces at Sirkap
and the Parthian palaces. Mr Daniel Schlumberger has characterized the
the Greco-Buddhist architecture of Gandhara region as the ‘“descendent of
Greco-Iranian art and architecture.” 15

Jandial temple near Taxila has been identified as a sanctuary of
Ahura Mazda, similar to the Kunduz Temple at Multan. The fire altars
found at Jandial also bear resemblance to the Iranian architecture.16

Professor Ghirshman in his ‘Iran” has revealed that particularly the
Gandhara civilization (the entire Peshawar Valley) has profound and bene-
ficent influence of Iranian civilization and culture. According to him the
Achaemenian art and architecture even persuaded the Mauryan dynasty of
India (323-190B.C.) to reproduce the glories of Persepolis in their palaces.””17
We have also been told that ‘‘the influence of Achaemenian Iran is
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ordered ; very splendid did it turn out. Me may Ahuramazda pro-
tect, and Hystaspes, who is my father, and my land.”’6

This inscription carries not only a description of material and pro-
cess of construction but also indicates the cultural relations between Iran
~ and the neighbouring countries at that time.

Earliest contacts

Bonds of friendship and cultural relations between Iran and Indo-
Pakistan sub-continent antedate the Aryan invasion, says Dr. A. U. Pope,
an authority on the Iranian Art and Architecture.?” Most of the other
scholars, too, are agreed on the point that contacts between Iran and
Pakistan have existed since the 3rd millennium. The historical references
are, however, found in the sixth century B.C. when Cyrus the Great, the
Founder of the Iranian Monarchy, consolidated the national resources and
established the greatest empire of the world. There is a difference of opi-
nion among scholars as to whether or not the north-western part of what
is now Pakistan was included in the Iranian Empire under Cyrus the Great.
Another inscription of Darius the Great (552-486 B.C.) at Persepolis con-
tains a complete list of the satrapies (Provinces) of the great empire. Out
of 22 satrapies, the eastern were : 1. Aria (Herat), 2. Bactria (Balkh),
3. Chorasmia (Khwarizm or Khiva), 4. Sattagydia (uncertain), 5. Sog-
diana (between Oxus and Jaxartes), 6. Arachosia (Kandhar), 7. Gandhara
Peshawar Valley) and 8. India.8 Other inscriptions of Darius at Behistun
and Nagsh-i-Rustam also contain this version, which confirms the account
given by the Greek historians, especially Hecataeus and Herodotus. Hero-
dotus states in his Book 4, 44, that “of the greater part of Asia Dareios
was the discoverer. Wishing to know where the River Indos—the only
river save one producing crocodiles—emptied itself into the sea, he sent a
number of men on whose truthfulness he could rely, and among them Sku-
lax of Karuanda, to sail down the river...... After the voyage was completed,
Dareios conquered the Indians, and made use of the sea in those parts.10
In Book 3, 102, the relevant passage runs as: * In addition there are
other Indians who border on the city of Kaspaturos (Peshawar) and the
country of Paktuike (Gandhara)...”’1}

It is thus established that the north-western parts of Pakistan-Baluch
istan, Sind, a portion of the Punjab and North-West Frontier Province were
among the satrapies of the Achaemenian Empire. ‘During the span af one
thousand years, from the time of Persian conquest to the invasion of the
White Huns from 600 B.C. to the 5th century A.D. the Gandhara region
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well-built, high, with many chambers, verandahs, well-lighted in the capital
city Ecbatana (modern Hamadan)” .4

It was, however, the Achaemenian dynasty (550-330 B.C.) under
which the Iranian architecture reached its zenith. During this glorious
period of Iranian civilization, grand and magnificent palaces were built at
Pasargadae, Persepolis, Susa and other capital cities of the Achaemenian
Empire. The characteristic features of these remarkable buildings were :
“ a high platform, ascended by a most beautiful staircase decorated on both
sides with bas-reliefs, illustrating the grandeur of the Iranian Court ; at the
entrance there were two huge figures with human faces and animal bodies;
in the inside, large halls supported by slender columns of nearly 69 feet in
height, standing on lotus flower or bell-shaped bases, with capital surmoun-
ted by pairs of bull set back to back ; the roof was flat, resting on cedar
and covered with mud, mixed with chopped straw, as is done today; the
walls from inside were painted with mythological descriptions of heroic
deeds of kings and Iranian leaders”.5 An account of the construction of
the imperial palace by Darius the Great at Susa, is found in the historic
inscription which runs as follows :

¢ This is the hadish palace which at Susa I buijlt. From afar its
ornamentation was brought. Deep down the earth was dug, until
rock bottom I reached. When the excavation was made, gravel was
packed down, one part sixty feet, the other thirty feet in depth. On
that gravel a palace I built. And that the earth was dug down and
the gravel packed and the mud brick formed in moulds, that the
Babylonians did. The cedar timber was brought from a mountain
named Lebanon; the Assyrians brought it to Babylon, and from
Babylon the Carians and Ionians brought it to Susa. Teakwood was
brought from Gandara and from Carmania. The gold which was used
here was brought from Sadris and from Bactria. The stone—lapis
lazuli and carnelian—was brought from Sogdiana. The turquoise
was brought from Chorasmia. The silver and copper were brought
from Egypt. The ornamentation with which the wall was adorned
was brought from Ionia. The ivory was brought from Ethiopia,
SJrom India and from Arachosia. The stone pillars were brought
from a place named Abiradush in Elam. The artisans who dressed
the stone were Ionians and Sardinians. The goldsmiths who wrought
the gold were Medes and Egytians. Those who worked the inlays
were Sardinians and Egyptians. Those who worked the baked
brick (with figures) were Babylonians. The men who adorned the
wall were Medes and Egyptians. At Susa here a splendid work was
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Maharaja Ranjit Sing, who held his court at Lahore. During the Sikh rule
all the offical records were kept in Persian, and diplomatic correspondence
with other states was carried on in the same language. A number of
historical works written in Persian date from the same period. The knowledge
of Persian is, therefore, absolutely necessary for any person, who wants to
study Sikh history through its original sources.

After the fall of the Mughal Empire, Persian ceased to be the
language of administration under the British regime in India ; but the use
of Persian as a medium of literary expression was, nevertheless, continued
in a few isolated but distinguished cases. Mirza Ghalib of Delhi in the
last century and Sir Muhammad Iqbal in the present have employed Persian
as their medium with remarkable success. The employment of Persian by
these two poets is an event of great historic importance, because they were
great poets not only of their own age and country but of the whole world
and of all times.

Persian literary tradition has not only influenced the growth of
Persian literature produced in India, but it has also influenced the literary
life of the Muslims of the Indo-Pakistan sub-continent in an another
manner. After the decline of the Mughal Empire, when the Persian language
was gradually replaced by Urdu in the literary and cultural life of Muslim
India, Persian literature played a dominant role in determining the develop-
ment of Urdu prose and poetry. The Urdu language may be regarded as
a child of Persian, because its entire growth has taken place under the
direct influence of Persian. Urdu has not only borrowed a large number
of Persian words and phrases but its prosody, rhetoric and several branches
of its literature have developed after Persian models. A fairly good know-
ledge of Persian is, therefore, absolutely necessary in order to understand the
growth of Urdu and to appreciate and enjoy its classics. Besides, the
capacity for writing refined and elegant Urdu increases in direct proportion
to one’s knowledge of Persian letters.

Nowadays, the Persian language and literature are studied with great
assiduity and enthusiasm in all the universities of Pakistan and India, which
have well-equipped departments of Persian. As a consequence, the know-
ledge of Persian is widespread amongst a large section of the educated public
of the sub-continent. The cause of Persian is also promoted by a number of
academies and institutions, which are devoted to the cause of Persian studies.
Almost all the public and private libraries contain Persian manuscripts,
and some of them are being published every year by competent scholars. In
this way, the Persian literature in its published form is constantly increasing
in the Indo-Pakistan Sub-Continent.
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to Persia herself but also to her immediate neighbours. The genesis of poli-
tical relations with the European powers dates from the same period. The
Safawis restored the Persian Empire after an eclipse of eight hundred years,
and also enabled the Persians to enter the comity of nations.

The Safawid dynasty has produced several great rulers, but the grea-
" test of them was Shah Abbas, whose glorious reign lasted for 42 years, who
was respected and loved by his subjects more than any other king of his line.
He maintained his position with great distinction in an age of great rulers,
viz., King Charles V, Queen Elizabeth of England, Sultan Sulayman the
Magnificent and Akbar, the Moghal emperor of India. He reorganized the
Persian army and won several victories over the Turks. The fame of Shah
Abbas does not, however, rest on his military exploits alone, it is also found-
ed on his genius for administration. He built bridges and caravanserais on
every main route, and repressed brigandage with merciless severity. He
created a new capital at Ispahan, and embellished it with splendid palaces,
stately bridges and luxuriant gardens.

PERSIAN LITERARY INFLUENCE ON INDIA AND PAKISTAN

During the Safawi period, the generous patronage of the Emperors
Humayun, Akbar and their successors attracted a large number of the most
talented Persian poets, who found in India an appreciation which was denied
to them in their own country. The historian Badayuni enumerates, in his
Muntakhab al-Tawarikh, about 170 poets, most of whom were of Persian
descent, though some of them were born in India. Maulana Shibli Nu’mani,
too, in his Shi’r al Ajam, gives a list of fifty-one poets, who came to India
from Persia in the reign of the Emperor Akbar and were hospitably received
at the royal court. Shibli also quotes numerous verses, showing how widely
diffused amongst Persian poets was the desire to try their fortune in India.
These Persian poets of the 16th and 17 centuries produced what Professor
Ethe has happily termed the ‘“Indian summar™ of Persian poetry, and
exerted a deep influence on the style and thought of a host of their Indian
imitators and successors.

Generous patronage was accorded to these Persian poet not only by
the Moghul Emperors, but also by their grandees such as Bayram Khan-i
Khanan and his son, Abdur Rahim, who succeeded to the title after the
death of his illuirious father. The influence exerted by these Persian poets
is incalculable, and deserves to be made the subject of a special detailed
study worthy of the importance of this interesting theme.

During the decline of the Mughal Empire, the Sikhs carved out an
independent state in the Punjab. The most famous ruler among them was
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(1219 A.C.). Some time later, another Mongol army was despatched to the
west for the conquest of Eastern Europe. In the present paper, we are,
however, concerned only with the Mongol impact on Persia.

There is no event in the history of Persia that for terror and desola-
tion can be compared to the Mongol invasion. Like an avalanche the hor-
des of Chingiz Khan swept over the centres of Persian culture and
civilization, leaving behind them bare deserts and shapeless ruins of the
towns and cities they had destroyed. When the Mongol army marched out
of the city of Herat, a miserable remnant of forty persons crept out of their
hiding places and gazed horrot-stricken on the ruins of their prosperous
city. Bukhara and Samarqand were rehabilitated at a later age under the
fostering care of Amir Timur, but the ruined cities of Khorasan were never
able to regain their former glory.

The Mongol conquest of Persia resulted in the establishment of the
I1-khani dynasty, which was so called after the surname of its founder,
Hulagu Xhan. It was Hayton, the Christian king of Armenia, who was
mainly instrumental in persuading Mangu Khan to despatch the expedition
that sacked Baghdad under the leadership of Hulagu and terminated the
Abbasid Caliphate. The fall of Baghdad raised a cry of horror through-
out the Muslim world. For several decades the people of Persia groaned
under the heels of the barbarous Mongols ; but Islam was to rise again
from the ashes of its former grandeur through its preachers, who won over
these savage conquerors to the acceptance of their faith. In 1295 A.C,
Ghazan Khan, the seventh ruler of the Ilkhani dynasty became a Muslim
along with his officers and soldiers, and made Islam the ruling religion of
Persia. The Mongo! dominion had hitherto been hostile to the faith of
their subjects ; but Ghazan Khan’s conversion brought about a definite
and distinct amelioration of the condition of the common people.

After the Ilkhanis had run their course, Amir Timur appeared on
the political stage of Western Asia. Taken as a whole, his role as a con-
queror and ruler was of a definitely destructive character, and his military
expeditions and the resultant devastation for a long time delayed the much-
needed political and cultural recovery of Persia.

THE SAFAWI DYNASTY

The most important dynasty of modern Persia is, undoubtedly, that
of the Safawis, who came to power at the beginning of the sixteenth century
and restored once more the national independence of Persia. The rise of the
Safawi dynasty was an event of the greatest historical importance not only
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a generous endowment in its favour. It was a favourite haunt of literary
men, and its members seem to have enjoyed pretty much the same privile-
ges as belong to the Fellows of an Oxford or Cambridge College. Like
most of their countrymen, the Buwayhids were Shi’ites in religion.

THE SALJUQS

At the end of the 4th century of the Islamic era, the Empire of the
Caliphs had almost vanished, leaving only a number of scattered dynasties,
not one of which was capable of imperial sway. Persia was split up into
the numerous Buwayhid principalities, or was held by sundry insignificant
dynasts. It was at this juncture that the Saljukian Turks appeared in
Central Asia, and embraced Islam with all the fervour of their simple, un-
sophisticated souls, They swarmed over Persia, Mesopotamia and Syria,
exterminating every dynasty that existed there. In this way, they once
more united Muslim Asia under one sceptre, and put a new life into the
expiring zeal of the Muslims. They not only drove back the encroaching
Byzantines, but also wrested Asia Minor from their hands.

The Saljuq leaders, Tughril Beg and Chagar Beg, invaded Khurasan,
and finally absorbed the remaining dominions of the Buwayhids. Baghdad
was occupied by Tughril Beg in 1055 A.C., and he was proclaimed as
Sultan in the City of the Caliph.

Although Alp Arslan, who succeeded Tughril, and his son Malik
Shah devoted their energies in the first place to military affairs, the latter
at least was an accomplished and enlightened monarch. He was deeply
interested in astronomy, and scientific as well as theological studies received
his patronage. He was ably served by his famous minister, Hasan ibn Ali,
surnamed Nizam ul-Mulk. Like so many great Viziers, he was a Persian
and his achievements in the administrative and cultural domains are most
commendable. He founded in Baghdad and Naysapur the two celebrated
academies, which were called in his honour al-Nizamiyya.

THE MONGOL INVASION

The eruption of the Mongols from the deserts of Tartary in the early
part of the thirteenth century initiated a world movement, in the course of
which the Mongol hordes under the banner of Chingiz Khan and his
successors moved out one after another in three different directions and
subdued a large number of kingdoms and countries. In the first place they
invaded China, and subjugated a great part of the northern provinces of
the Celestial Empire (1214 A.C.). In the second place, they invaded
Central Asia and swept away the Muslim kingdom of the Khwarizm-shahis
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contributions of the non-Arab writers and thinkers was of such pheno-
menal character that the celebrated philosophical historian, Ibn Khaldun,
could not help noticing it. In his famous Historical Prolegomena, he
devotes a long passage to explain the cause of this singular circumstance.

We can distinguish two periods in the history of the Abbasid house :
one of brilliant prosperity inaugurated by the Caliph Mansur and covering
a period of about a hundred years in all ; the other, more than four times
as long—a period of decline rapidly sinking into irremediable decay.
Amongst the innumerable kingdoms which supplanted the decaying Cali-
phate, special mention is due to the Samanid dynasty, which had its seat
of power in Transoxiana but in the tenth century practically the whole of
Persia submitted to its authority, Not only did the princes of this house
warmly encourage and foster the development of a national literature in
the Persian language, but they extended the same favour to poets and men
of learning, who preferred to use the Arabic language. Thus the celebra-
ted Abu Bakr al-Razi dedicated to the Samanid prince Mansur ibn Ishaq
a treatise on medicine, which he called al-Kitab al-Mansuri in honour of his
patron. The great physician and philosopher, Abu Ali Ibn Sina relates
that when he was summoned to Bukhara by King Nith, he obtained per-
mission to visit the royal library. “I found there,” he says, “many rooms
filled with books, which were arranged in cases row upon row. One room
was allotted to works on Arabic philology and poetry ; another to juris-
prudence and so forth, the books on each particular science having a room
to themselves. I inspected the catalogue of ancient Greek authors and
looked for the books which I required. I saw in this collection books of
which few people have heard even the names, and which I myself have
never seen either before or since.”

In Western Persia, the place of the Samanids was taken by the
Buwavhids, whose power was founded by Abu Shuja BuWayh, a chieftain
of Daylam, the mountainous province lying along the southern shore of
the Caspian Sea. In the course of a few years, the three sons of Abu
Shuja not only subdued the provinces of Fars and Khuzistan, but in 945
A.C. entered Baghdad at the head of their Daylamite troops and assumed
the supreme command. Among the princes of this House, who reigned
over Persia and Iraq during the next hundred years, the most eminent was
Adud ud-Dawla, who held sway over an extensive empire. The chief poets
of the day, including Mutanabbi, visited his court at Shiraz and celebrated
his praises in magnificent odes. He also built a great hospital in Baghdad,
the Bimaristan al-Adudi, which was long famous as a school of medicine.
He also founded an Academy at Baghdad, in the Karkh quarter and made
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The renaissance of Persian letters, therefore, took place under the dominant
influence of Arabic literary forms and conventions. The Persians gave up
the old cumbersome Pahlavi script, and adopted in its place the Arabic
alphabet, which they further developed into the beautiful cursive Nasta’liq
script.  The Arabic influence extended also to grammar, rhetoric, prosody
- and all the sciences known to the Muslims. The Persian poets not only
borrowed ideas and themes from Arabic poets, but also modes of expression
and metres which were current among the latter ; while the language of the
poets as well as that of the prose-writers was inundated with Arabic words
and phrases.

In course of time, the Persians gained ascendancy over the Arabs—an
ascendancy which had for a long time been in course of preparation. It
became complete, when the Abbasids who owned their elevation to the
Persians, ascended the throne. These Caliphs made it a rule to be on their
guard against the unruly Arab chiefs and to put their trust only in Persian
nobles, especially those of Khorasan, who had supported their cause against
the Umayyads. The most distinguished personages at court were consequently
Persians. The most celebrated among them were the Barmecides, who for
fifty years directed the affairs of the Caliphate with great wisdom, and shed
lustre upon the reigns of the first five Abbasid Caliphs. They were justly
celebrated for their lavish liberality, their hospitality and their generous
patronage of learning; and they enjoyed tremendous power and prestige as
the ministers of the Caliphs.

Persian influence increased at the royal court, and reached its zenith
under Harun al-Rashid and al-Mamun. Most of their ministers were
Persians or of Persian extraction. In Baghdad Persian fashions continued
to enjoy an increasing ascendancy, and the old Persian festivals of the Nawruz
and Mihrgan were celebrated with pomp and show. Persian raiment was
adopted as the official dress at the royal court, where the customs of the
Sasanian kings were imitated, to the minutest details. It should be borne in
mind that the Abbasid Empire was in fact the heir of the old Sasanian
Empire, with which it was roughly co-terminus in its territorial extent and
whose administrative traditions and institutions were continued in Islamic
times. It is, therefore, no wonder that the Sasanian kings long enjoyed a
fabulous reputation for statesmanship amongst the political leaders and
thinkers of the Islamic world.

The Persian contribution to the intellectual life of the Muslim world
was even more impressive and significant, for scores of Persian scholars,
scientists and philosophers wrote on all sorts of subjects and made valu-
able additions to the existing stock of human knowledge. The literary
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full swing as usual, but the tables were soon turned to the utter dismay of
the Persians. The teachings of the Prophet had welded the scattered Arab
tribes into a united nation, and henceforth the Persians had to reckon not
with a few Bedouin tribes scattered on their western borders, but with the
whole might of Arabia now united under the banner of Islam. After its
Conversion to Islam, Arabia seems to have changed as if by magic into a
nursery of heroes the like of whom is hard to find anywhere else. The mili-
tary campaigns of Khalid bin Walid and Amr bin al-As in Babylonia,
Syria and Egypt are among the most brilliant in the history of warfare and

bear favourable comparison with those of Alexander, Hannibal and
k Napoleon.

- With the decisive Arab victory at Qadisiva (637 A.C.), the whole of
Babylonia lay at the feet of the invaders, who thereafter advanced upon
Ctesiphon, the capital of the Persian Empire, and occupied it, seizing all the
treasures which the Sasanian monarch had left behind on his precipitate
flight to the eastern provinces of his realm. The battle of Nehawand, which
took place seven years later sealed the fate of Zoroastrian Persia, and the
tragic death of king Yazdgird through the treachery of one of his own sub-
jects terminated the Sasanian dynasty, which had ruled the land of Persia
with great splendour for more than four hundred years.

With the Arab conquest of Persia, an entirely new era opens in the
annals of this ancient land. This dualist magian country gradually but de-
cisively becomes monotheistic in its religious outlook, and the gifted Persian
nation finds new channels for the expression of its characteristic genius. In
the flowering of the new Islamic culture and the development of Islamic
civilization, especially on its intellectual side, the Persians have played a
leading role, which was quite in keeping with the historic role they had pre-
viously played in the evolution of human civilization.

PERSIA AS A PROVINCE OF THE CALIPHATE

After the Arab conquest, Persia became a province of the vast Islamic
Empire, which covered a large part of the civilized world, and far-reaching
changes gradually took place alike in the religion, the language, the literature
and the life and thought of the Persians. In the pregnant words of Noldeke,
‘“Hellenism never touched more than the surface of Persian life ; but Iran
was penetrated to the core by Arabian religion and Arabian ways.”” During
the two centuries succeeding the Arab invasion, the language of the con-
querors was almost the sole literary medium employed in Persia ; and even
afterwards it still remained the language of theology, philosophy and science,
and to a large extent also of diplomacy, polite society and belles-lettres.



TTE PLACE OF PERSIA IN WORLD HISTORY 57

seeds, implements and oxen ; and he insisted that every man should work
and marry. Both beggary and idleness were punished by this strenuous
monarch. He maintained the safety of the roads, improved communications
and invited men of learning to his court. His reputation as an enlightened
ruler stood so high that when Emperor Justinian through his Christian

- bigotry closed the School of Philosophy at Athens, the last neo-Platonists
bent their steps to the capital of Noshirwan.

The brilliant reign of Noshirwan was soon followed by a period of
rapid decline in the fortunes of the Sasanian dynasty. In the meanwhile,
the historical struggle between Rome and Persia was running its fruitless
course, utterly enfeebling both empires and consuming their powers. Both
of them were quite oblivious of a new power, which was rising in the neigh-
bouring desert of Arabia and was destined to change the course of world
history. Both the Persians and the Romans had hitherto looked upon the
scattered Arabian tribes with feelings of undisguised contempt ; but these
tribes were now welded into a united and invincible nation through the
teachings of the Prophet Mubammad. The Holy Prophet had not only
given them a new religion but had also inspired them with a new religious
fervour, which found expression in an unprecedented political expansion.

Long before the rise of Islam, the Arab tribes living on the north-
eastern borders of Arabia had been in the habit of raiding the territories of
the Persian Empire, while the Persian monarchs on the other hand were
bound to check their depredations with all the means at their command. The
Arab tribes took advantage of the disorder then prevailing in the Parthian
Empire to invade Iraq and to plant their settlements in the fertile country
west of the Euphrates. The most important of these Arab settlements was
Hira, which occupied a favourable and healthy situation in the neighbour-
hood of ancient Babylon. In the course of time, Hira became the seat of
an Arab kingdom, which was tolerated by the Persian kings to serve as a
buffer state against the constant attacks of the predatory Bedouin tribes. At
the same time, the Persian Gulf came entirely within the sphere of Persian
influence, which was felt with particular force in Bahrain and the eastern
coast of Arabia in general. In the reign of Noshirwan, the Persians had
also taken possession of the rich province of the Yaman, after defeating and
expelling the Abyssinian invaders from there.

Although the Persian political and social influence was manifestly
dominant in several parts of Arabia, the Arab tribes were still pressing
hard upon the settled land of Babylonia. But they were numerically weak,
and had failed to make any real headway against the political organization
of the Persian Empire. At the rise of Islam, the Perso-Arab conflict was in
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without justice.”” The rulers of Persia would do well to act on these sane
and wise principles.

The new empire founded by Ardeshir was in the main a continuation
of the Achaemenian traditions, which were still alive on the soil of Persia.
Consequently, the national sentiment became manifest once more, and the
Sasanian empire is once again a national Persian empire. Most of the Kings
of the Sasanian line were ardent devotees of the Zoroastrian religion, and
closely connected with its priesthood. As the Sasanian kings were devoted
to the teaching of Zoroaster, Christianity could not take root on the soil of
Persia. Moreover, celibacy was antagonistic to the sane Zoroastrian doctrine
of “Be fruitful and multiply,” and as a consequence both monks and nuns
were almost extirpated. The Persians had no respect for their unnatural
way of life.

The power and prestige of the Sasanian empire was successfully main-
tained by the successors of Ardeshir. Shahpur I not only invaded Syria
successfully and captured Antioch, but inflicted a staggering blow on the
prestige of Rome by capturing the Emperor Valerian. This brilliant victory
was duly commemorated in bas-reliefs and in Persian annals. Shahpur is
also famous as the founder of many cities, the best known being Nishapur
in north-east Persia. The greatest monarch in the early period of the Sasa-
nian dynasty was Shahpur II, who reigned for seventy years. During his
long reign, he held his own against the Roman emperors, who commanded
the resources of a large empire. In one of these trials of strength, the empe-
ror Julian was mortally wounded and died on the field of battle. The
Sasanian monarchs also successfully checked the invasion of their eastern
provinces by the White Huns and other tribes from Central Asia. But for
their stalwart defence, the land of Persia would have been overrun by these
barbarians and its civilization almost wiped out.

We have no space to mention all the Sasanian kings, who upheld the
prestige of their empire for more than four centuries. But an exception has
to be made in favour of Chosroes I, who is better known in history by the
surname of Noshirwan, and is the most illustrious monarch of his line. He
fought a successful war against the Roman emperor and at the same time
defeated the White Huns, who were threatening the eastern provinces of his
empire. But his military successes are outweighed by his achievements as an
organizer and an administrator. He introduced a new and equitable adjust-
ment of the imperial taxation, which was later adopted by the Muslim
Caliphs. He also watched carefully over the administration of justice, and
thus earned the title of the Just (al-Adil), which was kept up in the later
Muslim literary tradition. He reclaimed waste linds, making grants of
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monarch led an army into Armenia to prevent any troops from joining
Crassus, while his commander-in-chief, with all the mounted troops, advan-
ced to meet the Roman army near Carrhae. The Parthians relied mainly on
their light cavalry-men, who were trained to shoot at full gallop, while
advancing or retreating. The Parthians swarmed round the Roman legion-
. aries, keeping out of the range of their javelins, and pouring an incessant
storm of arrows into their ranks. The Roman army was completely routed
by the Parthians ; and in the darkness of the ensuing night, Crassus left the
battle-field and retreated to Carrhae. The same Crassus, who had once
boasted that he would lead his legionaries to Bactria and India, was now in
such a hurry to reach a place of safety that instead of halting to rest his
men, he made another night march. His troops, which were thoroughly
demoralized, broke into a mob, with the result that Crassus was killed, and
most of his men were either slain or captured. This disaster was a heavy
blow to the Roman prestige in the East.

Parthians remained normads, and governed from a camp. They
allowed the subject nations to live their own lives, and were satisfied so long
as the tribute was duly paid by them. Their religion was mainly ancestor-
worship, and Arsaces received special veneration as the founder of the state.
They firmly believed in the efficiency of incantations and other magical
practices. In later times the doctrine of Zoroaster was adopted to some
extent.

THE SASANIAN DYNASTY

The rule of the Parthians was followed by that of the Sasanian
dynasty, which was founded by Ardeshir. Originally, Ardeshir was the
vassal-king of Pars, who rose against the Parthian monarch, Ardawan,
defeated him in three successive battles and finally slew him in single
combat. He soon came in possession of all the provinces of the Persian
empire.

As soon as Ardeshir was firmly seated on his throne, he decided to
challenge the might of the Roman empire. He gained a victory over the
forces of the Emperor Severus Alexander, who divided up his troops into
three columns, which were unable to support one another in time of need. He
was usually successful in his domestic policy. He revived the Zoroastrian
religion, patronized the Magian priests and used them to support his centra-
lized government. He maintained a standing army, and kept it under
officers, who were independent of the satraps or the great feudatories. His
maxims were admirable : “There can be no power without any army, no
army without money, no money without agriculture, and no agriculture
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its own citizens. But these isolated pockets of Greek life did not produce
any lasting effects on the Persians, who in general remained true to their
national traditions. The Greek settlers gradually lost their separate entity,
and were finally absorbed in the local population without leaving any traces
of their characteristic culture.

THE PARTHIAN EMPIRE

The Seleucid dynasty at least became effete, and its rule in Persia was
finally replaced by that of the Parthian kings. For nearly five centuries,
from the middle of the third century B.C., Persia was ruled by the Parthians.
Among the native Persian historians they are known as the ““Ashkanis”. For
most of this long period, Parthian Empire was the leading power of Western
Asia and a formidable rival of Rome.

The Parthians were originally a nomadic tribe, probably akin to the
Turkomans. Their homeland was in northern Khorasan, and also included
the upper Gurgan Valley. The Persian historians have looked askance at
the Parthians, whom they regarded as aliens. Firdausi speaks of them as
illiterate barbarians unworthy of commemoration; and one single page of his
Shahnamah has sufficed to contains all that he had to say about them.
The fact, however, remains that the political integrity and security of Persia
owe a great deal to the martial qualities and superior strategy of the Par-
thians.

The Parthians had arisen in a certain region of northern Persia, which
was known as ‘“‘Pahlavi” ; and the grandees, whose valour and devotion had
raised them to the pinnacle of power, were accordingly called the “Pahlavans’,
In the course of time, the term Pahlavan, which was originally coined for the
pillars of the Parthian power, came to be applied to any hero or mighty
warrior,

During the Parthian period, there was more than one trial of strength
between Persia and Rome. We have no space to narrate the details of this
prolonged warfare. The failure of the Roman expedition led by Crassus,
will, therefore, suffice to illustrate the successful manner in which the Par-
thians were able to maintain the integrity of their empire in the face of a
formidable enemy. Crassus, when appointed to the proconsulate of Syria,
had boasted in Rome that he would lead his army to Bactria and India. He
was supported in his plan by the King of Armenia, who promised him a
large force of cavalry and infantry. Crassus crossed the Euphrates at the
head of a large army in 53 B.C. ; and contrary to the advice of the King of
Armenia, he struck eastwards across the flat open plain. The Parthian



THE PLACE OF PERSIA IN WORLD HISTORY 53

THE GREEK DOMINATION

Empires, which have no natural boundaries but touch on many small
tribes and communities, are subject to the temptation of infinite expansion.
In its westward expansion, the Achaemenian empire came In conflict with

.the Greek states and there was a number of wars betweeen the Persians and

the Greeks. This conflict finally resulted in the Greek counter-attack led
by Alexander of Macedonia. The defeat of Darius III in the battle of
Arbela (331 B.C.) and his subsequent assassination sealed the fate of the
Achaemenian empire for ever. Marching towards the capital of the Persian
empire Alexander stopped at Susa, and then passed on to visit the tomb of
Cyrus near Persipolis. In the course of a drunken bout, he set fire to the
Persian royal palace in Persipolis with his own hand. The palace was
completely burnt down, and its ruins have only recently been excavated
through the scientific curiosity of the Western archaeologists. This regrettable
act of vandalism is an indelible blot on the escutcheon of the Greek Victor,
and is all the more deplorable in the face of the vaunted culture of the pupil
of Aristotle. This act is also difficult to explain in view of the fact that
Alexander regarded himself as the legitimate heir to the Persian Empire,
and we do not see any point in destroying the very heritage upon which he
had entered. '

Alexander firmly believed in the power and superiority of Greek
culture. He was, therefore, determined to Hellenize the world and to merge
Asia with Europe by transplanting colonies of Greeks and Macedonians.
In his army Greeks and Asiatics stood side by side. He also felt that he
could successfully rule the Asiatic lands only by making a concession to
Asiatic sentiments. He married Roxana, a princess from Soghdiana, and at
a wedding festival he obliged his officers and friends also to marry the
daughters of Asiatic nobles. As he regarded himself as the legitimate head of
the Persian Empire, he adopted the dress and ceremonial of the Persian kings.

After the death of Alexander, his vast empire - was divided among his
generals, who have been called Diadochi or the “Successors.”” The Persian
dominions fell to the share of Seleucus, who occupied Babylon and founded
a dynasty, which lasted for two centuries. They held back the hordes of
northern barbarians, and thus protected Persia from their devastation. Seleu-
cus was in hearty sympathy with Alexander’s plans of transplanting Greeks
to Asia and thus of mingling Greeks and Asiatics. He and his son Antio-
chus founded scores of new cities throughout their dominions as far as the
borders of India. These cities were given self-government on the old Greek
pattern : each city formed a little republic, whose affairs were managed by
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people of the world. He initiated his expansionist policy by incorporating
the territories of the Medes into his own kingdom. In the west he defeated
Croesus, the king of Lydia, and later reduced the Greek towns on the coast.
In 539 B.C. he won a victory over Nabonidus, the king of Babylonia, and
occupied his capital. Just as the Medes had destroyed the Assyrian empire
by the sack of Nineveh, similarly Cyrus put an end to another Semitic
empire, i.e., the empire of Babylonia. The east of Iran was further subdued,
and after Cyrus met his end in a war against the eastern nomads in 525 B.C.,
his son Cambyses conquered Egypt. Thus in the brief space of a single
generation, the Persians, who had previously been an obscure and secluded
people, were raised to the mastery of the whole Orient.

It is not our purpose to give a full historical account of the Achaeme-
nian period. Suffice it to say that in contrast to the Assyrians and the
Romans, the Persians always conducted their wars with great humanity.
The vanquished kings were honourably dealt with, the enemy’s towns spared,
and their inhabitants were treated with mildness. Like Cyrus, all his
successors welcomed members of the conquered nationalities to their service,
employed them as administrators and generals and made them grants of
land. The whole population of the Empire was alike bound to military
service ; and the subject-contingents stood side by side with the native
Persian troops, and the garrisons were composed of the most varied nationa-
lities.

Complete religious tolerance was a cardinal point of the policy which
the Persian kings adopted towards their subjects. It was in accordance with
this policy that Cyrus allowed the Jewish exiles in Babylon to return to
Palestine, and to re-establish themselves there under Zerubbabel in 537 B.C.,
The Jews were thus enabled to rebuild their Temple in Jerusalem, as their
community and religious centre. They also enjoyed the privilege of deciding
their Iaw sunits among themselves, their general situation being similar to that
of the Christian nationalities (Millats) under the Ottoman sultans.

Though the world-empire of Persia was naturally impressed by a
national character, care was naturally taken that the rights and interests of
the subject races should receive due consideration. We find their represen-
tatives side by side with the Persians, occupying every sort of position at the
royal court. They took their part in the councils of the satraps, just as they
did in military service and they, too, were rewarded by bounties and landed
estates. To wield a just and peaceful authority over all the subjects of the
Empire, to reward merit and to punish transgression—such was the highest
ideal of the Persian king and of his officials.
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Turkish.l The Nagsbandi order was introduced in India by Khwaja Baqi
Billah who lies buried in Delhi. It gained fresh momentum and grew in
importance under his disciple, Khwaja Ahmad Sirhindi whose tomb in
Sirhind (East Punjab) remains a place of pilgrimage for thousands of devotees
in the sub-continent and Afghanistan. The most striking feature of the
Nagsbandiya teaching is an emphasis on strict conformity with the orthodox
belief and practice, and discouragement of undue seclusion and asceticism.

1 Ubaidullah dicd on the 30th of Rabi II, 895 H. For his life and work see Rashhaat-i-
‘Ayn al-Hayat by Ali Husain Wa’iz al-Kashifi.
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his teachings there. On his return to Multan the Shaikh got himself married
and had a number of children. It was at Multan that the famous Iranian
mystic poet, Ibrahim Iraqi, came to live with him and to enliven his ‘‘sama”
gatherings with his fiery lyrics. It is related that once the Shaikh happened
to pass by the room in the sanctuary occupied by Iraqi and heard him recite
in a melodious voice his famous ghazal which begins with the verse :

63,5 ol Gl s pha ) N5 pla K adly cxrad

(“The first wine that they poured into the cup was borrowed from the tipsy
eye of the cup-bearer™) and so moved was he that he remained in a state of
ecstasy for a long time. Iraqi remained at Multan for 25 years basking in
the favours shown to him by the Shaikh who had married one of his daugh-
ters to him. According to a tradition the saint wanted to marry his second
daughter also to him but was dissuaded from doing so by his son, Shaikh
Sadruddin, who did not like some of the poets’ wayward and unorthodox
manners. After the Shaikh’s death Iraqi went to the Hijaz, performed the
hajj and then travelled to Qonya in Asia Minor where he met Shaikh
Sadruddin Arif and presented to him his well-known work Lama’aat. He
then proceeded to Syria and then to Cairo, where he died.

A rather unpleasant incident in Shaikh Baha’uddin’s last years of life
was the accusation of treachery levelled against him by Nasiruddin Qubacha,
the ruler of Multan and Sind, who suspected him of conspiring with his
rival Shamsuddin Iitutmish. The incident, however, ended happily and the
saint came out of the ordeal unscathed. Shaikh Bahauddin died on the
17th of Safar, 666 H. and was succeeded by his son Shaikh Sadruddin and
he, in his turn, by his son Shaikh Rukunuddin who is, perhaps, the most
venerated saint of the Suhrawardiya order in the sub-continent and is popu-
larly known as Rukn-i-Aalam (the Pillar of the World).

The chief representative of the third most widely popular sufi silsilas
in the sub-continent, the Nagshbandiya, was Shaikh Ahmad Sirhindi, gene-
rally known as Mujaddidi Alfi Thaani (the Reformer of the second millen-
nium), who was contemporary with the Moghul emperors, Akbar and Jahan-
gir. The order originated in Central Asia where it became very popular due
to the fame acquired by its great exponent, Khwaja Baha’uddin Nagshband
and one of his equally famous successors, Xhwaja Ubaidullah Ahrar, who
became the patron-saint of the Timurid princes and intervened effectively
in several of their family quarrels. Babur was a great admirer of this saint
and has translated his didactic poem, entitled Risala-i-Walidiya into
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Having obtained the khirqa of Khilafat from that saint, he visited Baghdad
and then proceeded to Isfahan where he first met Khwaja Qutbuddin Bakh-
tiar Ushi (also called Kaki) who became his disciple and later on his
successor as the head of the Chishiiya order in the sub-continent; He then
travelled to Khurqgan and Astrabad (where he met Shaikh Nasiruddin Astra-
badi), Herat and Sabzawar. At the latter place he miraculously weaned the
local governor, Yadgar Muhammad, of his cruel and fanatical ways! and
he, having become the saint's disciple, accompanied him up to Shadman
during his eastward journey to Ghaznin, from where he travelled on to
Lahore and then to Delhi. Khwaja Mu’inuddin found Delhi to be too
crowded and wishing to carry on his mission quietly and peacefully at some
more secluded place he went to Ajmer, on the border of the Rajputana
desert.

Khwaja Mu’inuddin arrived in Ajmer on the 10th of Muharram,
561 H. At Ajmer he was treated very kindly by Saiyid Husain Mashhadi
Khingsuwar, the local “darogha’ appointed there by Sultan Qutbuddin
Aybek, who in spite of the saint’s reluctance on account of his old age,
married his daughter to him. He died 7 years after this marriage at the age
of 97 on the 6th of Rajab, 633 H. He had, by this time converted innumer-
able non-Muslims to Islam and had made many disciples of whom one was
Khwaja Qutbuddin Bakhtiyar Kaki, who succeeded him as the head of the
order. The successors of Qutbuddin, Khwaja Fariduddin Ganj-i-Shakar,
Khwaja Nizamuddin Auliya, Ala’uddin Sabir and Naseeruddin Charagh-i-
Delhi carried on Khwaja Mu'inuddin’s mission of conversion and enlighten-
ment in the sub-continent with great energy and conspicuous success.

The founder of the Suhrawardiya order in the sub-continent was
Shaikh Baha’uddin Zakariya who took his khirga from the saint Shihabud-
din Ahmad Suhrawardi and came to Multan and settled down there at his
master’s behest, He was of Arab origin, his grandfather, Kamaluddin Ali
Shah having migrated to Khwarazm from Mecca from where the family
moved to Multan. Baha’uddin’s father, Wajihuddin was married at Multan
to the daughter of a Persian noble, Husamuddin Tirmidhi who had fled to
that city during the Mongol upheaval, and Baha’'uddin was born of this
union at Kot Karor in 578 H. His father died when he was barely 12 years
of age, but the young boy, thirsting for knowledge, betook himself to
Khurasan, and studying at Bokhara, acquired proficiency in Islamic sciences.
He remained there for 15 years, learning and teaching, and afterwards went
to Baghdad and met Shaikh Shihabuddin who initiated him into the
Suhrawardiya order and permitted him to go back to Multan and propagate

1 He is said to have achieved this by putting a bit of roast meat into his mouth.
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saintly personages who are revered and held in the highest esteem by millions
of Muslims all over the world, particularly so in the Indo-Pakistan sub-
continent where their tombs have become places of pilgrimage, where their
anniversaries are celebrated with the great fervour and where even the
months of the lunar vear have been named after some of the more venerated
- among them.1

Sufism came to the sub-continent from Iran with the advent of the
Ghaznawids here, and one of the first sufis to arrive from that country was Ali
al-Hujweri, popularly known as Data Ganj Bakhsh who lies buried in Lahore
and has become the patron saint of that city. Al-Hujweri, however, did not
found any particular school of mysticism in the sub-continent and so his
fame remained confined mostly to the Punjab, and it was left to some of those
saints who arrived after him to exercise a country-wide influence, and by
their word and precept to attract thousands of devotees to their shrines
belonging to different creeds and religions and thus, convert to Islam a large
number of unbelievers. It is an admitted fact that the spread of Islam in
the sub-continent was due chiefly to these early arrivals from across the
border who, carried on their teachings quietly and unostentatiously in the
seclusion of their monasteries. It would, therefore, be not out of place here
to give brief life-sketches of a few of them, especially the founders of the
orders (silsilas) which have been popular in Pakistan and India. They came,
as we have already said from Iran or from the adjacent countries, such as
Trans-oxiana, which had strong cultural affinities with Iran.

The most popular and the one claiming the largest number of adhe-
rents among these orders is the Chishtiya sect which originated at Chisht, a
town in the vicinity of Herat, which, of course, formed part of the Iranian
kingdom in those days, and the most widely celebrated of the saints of this
order is certainly Khwaja Mu’inuddin Ajmeri who came to the sub-continent
during the reign of Sultan Qutbuddin Aybek. He was born in Sijistan but
was brought up in Khorasan. His father, Khwaja Ghayathuddin Hasan was
a pious and virtuous man, but he died when Mu’inuddin was only 15 years
old, leaving him as heritage a small garden and a mill wherewith he earned
his livelihood for some time. He happened to meet soon afterwards the
well-known scholar-saint Ibrahim Qunduzi, and was so impressed by his
teaching that he decided to acquire knowledge, and selling off his property
travelled to Samargand and Bokhara, the two great centres of learning in
those days. He then proceeded to Iraq and met the Chishti saint Khwaja
Uthman of Harwan, a place near Nishapur. This meeting decided his future
career. He became a disciple of Khwaja Uthman and an ardent Sufi.

1 e.g. Miranji, Madar, Khwaja Mu’inuddin.
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reference to the immense debt of gratitude which it owes to Iran in the
realm of spiritual and moral devefopment, thanks to the teachings of the
great mystic saints or sufis who came here during the days of the Delhi
Sultanate from across the border and who were mostly of Iranian origin, or
had close affinities with Iran. Islamic mysticism or tasawwuf as it is usually
called, grew and developed mostly in Iran and the adjacent countries and
although it would be difficult to agree with the view that it was essentially a
product of Iran and the Aryan mind and had its origin outside Islam pro-
per, there could be little doubt that it was mostly cultivated by people of
Iranian or non-Arab stock. The earliest sufis Hasan al-Basri and Rabia al-
Basri were both of Arab origin, no doubt, but they were ratlier ascetics than
mystics in the true sense of the word, although Rabia’s utterances would
show that her life was powerfully swayed by the love of God and not His
fear as was the case with Hasan or others of their contemporaries,
The fact is that Sufism in those early days lacked its chief ingredient
which came to the front only in later times; namely, an emphasis
on the esoteric aspect of religion and reliance on intuition and ecstasy as
the chief means of acquiring knowledge, both spiritual as well as moral.

Gradually Sufism developed into a well-defined and elaborate system
of spiritual purification, with a clearly chalked-out discipline, the chief fea-
tures of which were self-mortification by means of fasting and vigils,
unqualified obedience to the spiritual guide’s behest, love of God, *the
Real Beloved” as well as of His creatures and a steady progress, through
various stages towards the ultimate goal of union with the divine soul. This
concept of union with the soul of God being the sublime aim of the human
soul which is part and parcel of the former, produced the well-known sufi
doctrine of wahdat al-wajud (The Unity of Existence), the chief protagonist
of which was the famous mystic Ibnul Arabi, as well as to that of its modi-
fied form named wahdatush-shuhud or “Unity of Presence”, preached by
the Nagshbandiya school of Sufis. Moreover, Sufism, being an eclectic,
system of philosophy, did certainly absorb certain ideas from the older
systems like Neo-Platonism and Vedantic philosophy, so that the later Sufis,
although remaining pious and devout Muslims followed and inculcated a
code of life to which the early, orthodox Muslims were, generally speaking,
strangers. That explains the bitter opposition shown to them by the Muslim
jurists who looked upon them as heretics and did not refrain from calumnia-
ting them and persecuting them. It was asa matter of fact, through the
efforts of al-Ghazali, the great philosopher of Islam, that Sufism found a
recognised place in the world of Islam and began to influence the lives of
the Muslim masses. Its message was carried to all the Muslim countries by
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India was the market for buying the taste (of poetry);
India was all love, tumuit and longing.
The trade of taste and art was created and was arranged thereafter
in IsTahan and Herat.
‘ There started then of caravan after caravan, the bags of hearts being
filled with the commodity of life.
The assembly of Akbar became the envy of Ghaznin, a thousand
Unsuris singing on every side.
The assembly, Nuruddin (Jahangir) was yet another garden, and
the threshold of Nur Jahan another place full of life and vivacity.
The king as well as the queen were both witty and a single hemi-
stich composed by either of them made the poets all bow in reverence.
The work of history and investigation received a fresh fillip; the art
of elegant composition acquired widespread fame,
They prepared dictionaries of the Persian language and played an
important role in relicion and philosophy.
The art of painting became highly developed, while caliigraphy also
acquired a high standard.
Great beauty was imparted to the works of architecture ; the taste
for stone-carving grew immensely. g
Although that ancient glory and splendour are no longet there, no-
body knows the secrets of time.
If Delhi is no longer full of bustle by the presence of an Akbar, the
cauldron of knowledge is still boiling in each and every corner.
And if a thousand nightingales do no longer laugh on each rose-
bush, there still cries a dove-pigeon on the tree branches. v
If a Talib perished, a Ghalib came to take his place, and there is a
Shibli if a Ghalib exists no longer.
If a Bedil has passed away, an Igbal has arrived and the heart-
broken people have a Hali to console them.
The present century is the special period of Igbal, the one who has
surpassed thousands of his predecessors.
| The poets had all become like a routed army but this brave warrior
did the work of a hundred troopers.” :
This brief review of the Iranian influence on the political and cultue
ral life of the peoples of the sub-continent will not be complete without a
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people of the sub-continent and their rulers and has praised them for their
patronage of poetry, learning, calligraphy, painting and other arts and crafts.
I quote below a few lines from this remarkable poem which is entitled
“Salaam-i-Bahar ba Hind-i-Buzubg’ to show the regard and esteem in which
the poet holds the sub-continent. Of special interest is the compliment
paid by Iran to Igbal, the poet of Pakistan and one of its chief architects.
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“The dust of India has benefited from Paradise and the colour of that
wheat (eaten by Adam and Eve) is visible on the faces (of the people of
that land). Although some of us (i.e. the Indians and Iranians) are wheat-
complexioned and others wine-hued, both have come out of the same
pitcher.

Like Plato we are drunk with the wine of Truth and surpass even
Piato and Diogenes in that respect.

Take a cup from the wine of gnosis of the people of India and drink
it to the memory of the Persian poets of that country.
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used to be continued for three weeks and the emperor bestowed robes of
honour and mansabs on his favourite nobles and courtiers. It was also
during this period that several terms connected with chase and hunt (e.g.
gamurgha, *the circle hunt”, which was organised thrice by the Shah for
the special behoof of Humayun while he was staying with him), falconry
(e.z. Qushbegi the keeper of the royal falcons) and the royal wardrobe
(e.g. mir-i-tosha khana) camz into common use. The peculiar styles of
paying homage to the king and other dignitaries, such as the kurnush and
taslim, became, likewise, popular about this time. The Iranian influence, in
short, was felt strongly in all walks of life during the Moghul period and
traces of it are still clearly visible in the Indo-Pakistan sub-continent. It
has played a great part in the cultural refinement of the Muslim peoples all
over the country and has helped in the creation of a society with several
distinctive features of its own.

Finally Urdu, the lingua franca of the sub-continent and now the
national language of Pakistan, owes a great deal to Persian. Most of its
rich vocabulary, whether of Arabic or Persian origin, has been borrowed
from Persian, the language of Iran. TIts base is admittedly of Indian origin
and its grammatical system follows the Sanskrit and Hindi pattern, but the
super-structure is Iranian in character. Urdu poetry is based almost entirely
on Persian models and Urdu prose, whether of the ornate type such as one
finds in the Qissa-i-Chahar Darwesh of Mir Amman or the Fasana-i-‘Aja’ib
of Rajab Ali Suroor, or of the elegantly simple variety like that found in
the writings of Maulana Muhammad Husain Azad, Sir Syed Ahmad Khan,
Ghalib and Maulvi Nazir Ahmad, has been greatly enriched by Persian
words, phrases and modes of expression. It is, indeed, a living and lasting
emblem of the Indo-Iranian relations during the past so many centuries and
reminds one strongly of the literary and cultural debt that we owe to Iran,
the land of chivalry, romance and learning, the land of Cyrus and Darius,
of Shirin and Farhad and of Biruni and Bu Ali Sina.

Yet while emphasising the various benefits which have accrued to the
people of the sub-continent from its long association with Iran, one must not
suppose that it has only been a one-way traffic. The fact, on the other hand,
is that Tran has also gained a good deal from its close contact with the
sub-continent. Several Iranian scholars, both in the past and in recent times,
have admired the good qualities which have characterized the people of the
sub-continent and have frankly acknowledged their indebtedness to them.
Thus, the poet-laureate of Iran, Bahar, in a poem composed by him on the
occasion of the inawguration of the Indo-Iranian Cultural Council in
Teheran, has paid a glowing tribute to the many excellent virtues of the
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ragnis in classical Indian music by borrowing some of the Iranian melodies
and adapting them to the Indian musical scale. Among the melodies
introduced by him, the best known are the qaul and the tarana which have
remained popular with the Indian singers ever since his time, and several
others which are not so well known and have, in some cases, been looked
down upon as heresies by the devotees of the pure classical tradition. There
could be little doubt, however, that Khusrau’s innovations have widened
the scope of Indian musical modes, imparting them a wholesome vigour
and variety, and redeeming them from their age-old monotony and stagnation.

The Iranian influence on the general social and cultural life of the
inhabitants of the sub-continent was even more profound during the time
of the Great Moghuls. Humayun’s flight to Iran after his defeat at the
hands of Sher Shah Suri in the battle of Qannauj (1540) and his long sojourn
in the Iranian capital, Qazwin, where he was warmly and affectionately
received by Shah Tahmasp Safawi, was certainly a big factor in the
Persianization of the Moghul court life. He not only had ample opportunity
to study the Iranian way of life but was also accompanied back to India
by a number of Iranian nobles who moulded the court ettiquette on the
Iranian pattern. During his wanderings in the Sind desert and before his
journey to Iran he had married Hamida Bano, the future mother of Akbar,
who was of Iranian descent, her father, Baba Dost being a native of Meshhad,
and she as well as her father, who rose to the exalted office of Sadr under
Humayun, were largely responsible for introducing Jranian styles of dress,
food, etc., in the imperial household. This Iranian influence was still
further enhanced through the two great queens, both of them from Iran, Nur
Jahan, the wife of Emperor Jahangir, and Mumtaz Mahal, that of Emperor
Shah Jahan. These two beautiful and talented queens and their close
relatives and associates did, indeed, play an important role in revolutionizing
the court and palace customs and ceremonies and giving them a pronounced
Iranian colour.

The Jashn-i-Nauruz now became one of the most enthusiastically
celebrated festivals of the Moghul court, surpassing in importance even the
festivals of the two Ids, which had hitherto enjoyed a unique reputation
as the occasions for merry-making, hospitality and generosity, Nor did
the celebration of this typically Iranian festival remain the exclusive
prerogative of the Moghul emperors, but was eagerty taken up by at least a
section of their subjects with Shi’i tendencies who still observe it and have
ascribed a religious significance to it. In Iran, of course, it had no such
significance but was originally a pagan festival marking the vernal equinox
of the sun or the advent of spring, Under Akbar, the Nauruz festivities
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expression. There arose in Lahore and round about it, great and meritorious
poets of Indian stock, like for instance Nukati, Masud-¢-Sad, and Abul
Faraj Runi whose poetical compositions, modelled on the poems of famous
Iranian masters, vied in excellence with the best specimens produced in Iran.
Under the Muslim rulers of Delhi who succeeded the Ghaznavids, there
was a tremendous growth of Persian literature, both prose and poetical,
and there appeared several illustrious poets whose fame was not confined
to the sub-continent but spread across the borders to Iran and other Persian-
speaking countries. The most remarkable among them were, of course,
Amir Khusrau and Amir Hasan, Khusrau has to his credit five fairly
voluminous diwans comprising odes, lyrics, quatrains, etc., four historical
mathnawis and a khamsa or quintet, entitled Panj Ganj, and consisting
of five romantic mathnawis, written in imitation of the famous Khamsa
of the Iranian master, Nizami of Ganja. His poetry, no doubt, is original
in certain respects and displays a good deal of local colour, but the fact
remains that he derived very considerable inspiration from the writings of
Iranian poets and has tried, especially in his Khamsa and many of his odes
to emulate them. Anwari and Khaqani as well as Kamal Ispahani, ““the
Creator of Ideas were his favourite models for his forceful qasidas, while
Nizami has been assiduously followed by him while writing the Khamsa.
Amir Hasan, in his turn, has been nicknamed the Sa‘di of Hindustan on
account of his successful imitation of the lyrical style of the Iranian master.

The Iranian influence on the literary tradition of the sub-continent
received a fresh impetus with the establishment of the Moghul empire here
and the arrival of such stalwart poets of Iran as Naziri of Nishapur, Urfi of
Shiraz, Zuhuri, Saib, Kalim and Bedil, who adorned the imperial court at
Delhi as well as some of the provincial courts and by their excellent
contributions enriched further the Persian poetry of the sub-continent. How
profound and permanent this influence has been can be judged by the fact
that the last great classical poet of Persian in the sub-continent, Ghalib,
prided himself on being an apt pupil of these masters, while still later poets
of Persian, like Shibli Numani, Abdul Qadir Girami and Igbal betray in
their poems a marked tendency to seek inspiration from them.

But the Iranian influence on the peoples of the sub-continent has
not been confined to the domain of literature alone. It has, as a matter of
fact, permeated their entire cultural life. Khusrau was, perhaps, the
first to try to bring about a happy synthesis of the musical traditions of
India and Iran. He is reputed to have been the inventor of the well-known
instrument sitar which is a cute combination of the Indian veena and the
Iranian tar. It is almost certain that he introduced several new rags and
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sub-continent date back to pre-historic times. Apart from the fact that
the peoples of these two countries—or at least a great many of them, belong
essentially to the same racial stock, there is ample testimony, legendary
and historical, to prove the antiquity of very close and intimate ties between
them. We read, for instance, of ancient Hindu rajahs, such as Keshu,
son of Mahraj, Kaidraj, Jay Chand. For (Poros) and Dihlu of northern
India seeking the help of Iranian monarchs, like Minu-Chihr, Afrasiyab
and Sam son of Nariman as well as Rustam, the hero of the Shah Namah,
in their internecine quarrels and in return paying them tribute in cash
and kind. These relations were further strengthened after the advent of
Islam and the conquest of Iran by the Arabs, and were consolidated by the
establishment of the Ghaznavid kingdom in the Punjab. There was now a
constant flow of poets and scholars, mostly of Iranian origin, into the
sub-continent, some of whom settled down in the Punjab permanently or
stayed for more or less long periods, influencing the literary and cultural
outlook of the local inhabitants and learning in their own turn the sciences
especially developed by the latter, such as mathematics, astronomy and
astrology. Thus, the great scholar al-Biruni came to the Punjab with the
express object of getting a first-hand knowledge of India’s contribution to
these sciences and learnt the Sanskrit language for this purpose. He later
translated several of these works into Arabic and thus preserved them
for the posterity, for the original Sanskrit versions are no longer extant,
One such work is the Ghurratul Azyaj which is believed to be an Arabic
rendering of the Sanskrit work Karna Tilaka which has disappeared.

The Ghaznavid rulers, the last of whom, Khusrau Malik, made
Lahore his permanent capital brought to the sub-continent the Persian
language rich with the writings of great poets and scholars, which soon
became the literary language par excellence of northern India and exercised
a deep and abiding influence on its literary thought and modes of poetic
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all the rights without their crusading for them. The Iranian women
today are their men’s equal in every sphere of life. Marriage is a friendly
partnership and not a slavish drudgery any more, thanks to the Shahbano
and the Shahinshah,

In 1967 the Majlis approved a Bill appointing the Shah Bano as
‘the Shahinshah’s Regent. She is the first Queen in the long history of
Iran to win such an honour.

The Shahbano is not only constantly endeavouring for the welfare
of her own people, for most of whom she is the Mother rather than the
Queen, but she is always concerned about people in need anywhere in the
world. She is a great benefactress of Pakistan. Like the Shahinshah she
does a great deal for this country. She sent plane loads of relief goods
for the victims of the recent cyclone havoc in East Pakistan. Now on this
auspicious occasion the people of Pakistan will pray sincerely for the
health and long life of the Royal couple, who inspire and help each other
in their royal duties.
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THE SHAHBANO

The graceful architect of the fate of modern Iran is Empress Farah
Pahlavi who, after a couple of years training in Paris, was entrusted with
the most difficult task for any architect to undertake, that of raising the
edifice of progress and prosperity for the nation. She resolved a great
constitutional stalemate. She presented the nation with a bright Crown
Prince without whom the Shahinshah could not be crowned and Iran’s
future could not be guaranteed. '

Iran’s First Lady was born in Tehran on October 14, 1938, in a
middle class family, Her father, Suhrab Diba, was a Paris-trained high-
ranking officer of the Iranian Army. Little Farah Diba was still learning
her three R’s when she lost him. From the day of their bereavement
her mother, Madame Farideh Diba, gave undivided attention to her
daughter’s education. The Shahbano, as she is designated now, attended
an Italian school for her early education and the Razi School for higher
studies. After leaving school she went to Paris and studied architecture
for two years.

On December 21,1959, she was married to the Shahinshah. She
proved a born Queen. At the age of 21 she had all the qualities of the head
and heart that a monarch’s consort should have. She is a great patron of
fine arts and sports. She is good sportswoman and is specially interested
in riding, swimming and skiing. As an active social worker she is the
Patron of the Farah Pahlavi Welfare Association which runs about 40
orphanages in the country and opens 12 welfare institutions every year.
She frequently visits the orphanages and for the inmates there who call
her Mother, her visit is a day of rejoicing. She takes personal interest
in the counfry’s community service organisations. In earthquake-ravaged
Qazwin in 1962 Empress Farah personally supervised the relief work. She
is very tender-hearted lady and displays real sympathy for those in adversity.

The Empress is also an active guardian of the arts and artists and
is a great patron of the country’s litterateurs, musicians and painters.

In spite of her multifarious social and national activities and
engagements at home she is a fond mother who gives due attention to her
four children, Prince Raza, the Crown Prince, born on October 31, 1960,
Princess Farah Naz, born on March 11, 1963, Prince Ali Raza, born on
April 28, 1966 and Princess Leila born last year. By her genuine interest
in public welfare she has earned the nation’s gratitude and the Shahinshah’s
public approbation. She is the moving spirit behind the country’s progress
and prosperity. She is most generous with her benefactions. Iran’s
womanfolk owe a special debt of gratitude to their Queen who got them
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specialised journals and books and grants stipends to the deserving
students whose talents would otherwise have gone waste.

FRIEND OF PAKISTAN

The Shahinshah is a great friend of Pakistan, both in need and
deed, in weal and woe. We in Pakistan have traditionally been taking
pride in all that Iran achieved in the past. Maulana Rumi, Sheikh Saadi,
Ibn Sina, Omar Khayyam, Hafiz and Jami are as much respected here as
in Iran. Divan-i-Hafiz is used to divine the future by many Pakistanis.
Persian has been the language of culture and learning till quite recently.
Most of the great spiritual orders that we have inherited are of Tranian origin.
So many of all the great books on moral philosophy like ‘Adkhlag-i-Jalali,
‘Akhlag-i-Nasri®, etc., are as respectable for us as they are for the Iranians.
After an enforced interval of separation, due chiefly to Western domination,
the old close friendship with Iran has been revived and strengthened due
to the Shahinshah’s gracious initiative and his noble concept of Isiamic
fraternity.

We in Pakistan are as much Iranians as Pakistanis. We feel happy,
proud, like the Iranians themselves, to see Jfran fast moving towards
regaining the past glories and rising to new heights. Most of us in this
part of the world are the descendants of those pioneering people who
migrated here in post-Sassanian period. There are also many of those
whose ancestors, the Aryan people, moved on when groups of them settled
in the Iranian Plateau. From every point of view we are members of one
family and blood is thicker than water.

Our great poets and reformers have felt at case when they used the
Persian language. Igbal, Ghalib, Bedam, Ghanimat Kunjahi, Amir Khusro,
Qalandars Bu Ali and Lal Shahbaz, Mujaddid Alf Sani, Sultan Bahu and
many other poets and gnostics have used Persian as a vehicle of expression
for their mystical and religious ideas. Qur national languages Bengali
and Urdu, as also our regional languages like Punjabi, Baluchi, Pushto and
Sindhi have been directly or indirectly influenced by Persian. In Urdu even
today we use many Persian phrases and proverbs in their pristine purity.

The Shahinshah’s outlook, like that of his ancient predecessor, Cyrus
the Great, is not nationalistic in the narrow territorial sense. It is broad,
humanistic and universal in the best traditions of Iran and Islam. His
laudable efforts in connection with the R.C.D. have laid sound foundations
of an Islamic bloc where all of us will jointly struggle for the revival of our
common cultural heritags.
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WHITE REVOLUTION

Islamic in spirit, Iranian in temper and humanistic in effect, Iranian
monarchy is based on the teachings of the ancient sages of this great
land. ‘Men are limbs of each other,” is its basic tenet. An ideal nation is
like a body where no single limb can be neglected or pampered. All
their actions must be co-ordinated under the guidance of the head. So
long as they move in unison there is harmony or else there would be a
jarring discord. That is the type of democracy introduced by Aryamehr
the Shahinshah. »

The White Revolution introduced by the Shahinshah in 1962 is
white in more senses than one. It is white because not a single drop of
blood was shed to discard the outmoded social and economic practices.
It is white because it brought a bright future for the people, a future full
of the light of hope and glory. Land was given to the tillers ensuring a
sound agricultural base for the country and a decent and respectable
living for the individual. Land reforms generated an industrial revolution.
New industries were started while traditional ones were organised on better
lines. Foundation was thus laid for an era of economic prosperity and
financial stability. Womenfolk were also given all civic and human rights.

The problems of illiteracy and health were tackled on war footing
and received the urgent attention they deserved. Literacy, Health and
Development Corps were formed. Their working was so planned as to
give the young men and women, who were preparing to shoulder the
national responsibilities, a first-hand view of the main problems of their
country.

In addition to all the steps taken under the White Revolution,
the Shahinshah established the Pahlavi Welfare Foundation to be
financed by income accruing to him from his personal estates and
properties. The Foundation was the monarch’s personal contribution to
the national efforts to turn the country into a Welfare State. It provided a
forum for collective tackling of national problems. As we have already
observed a strong shell and a wholesome kernel constitute the two
essential conditions for a seed to be able to grow into a stout and fruit-
bearing tree, according to Maulana Rumi. The Pahlavi Foundation is a
practical application of that wise precept. It provides for the people’s
physical and mental health. It is an instrument of cultural revolution
and its efforts so far have been blessed with far greater successes than in
many other countries. Its mission is to enable even the poorest citizen
to benefit from the divine gifts of talents. It arranges publication of
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fired at him but Allah in His Infinite mercy saved him. Injured but
mindful of his people’s anxiety, the Shahinshah addressed the nation
over the Radio from the hospital and prayed for the country’s security and
integrity, Towards the end of the year, there was a rebellion in the
northern province of Azerbaijan due to foreign machinations. As
.Commander-in-Chief of his country’s Armed Forces, the Shahinshah led
his troops to suppress the trouble-makers and on December 12, 1946
entered Tabriz and restored law and order in the region.

He spent the next four years in planning various reforms for the
country and in March 1950 nationalised the oil industry as a first step
towards economic reforms. He introduced his iand reforms the following
year and handed over title deeds of the crown lands, constituting over 2,000
villages, to the farmers on long-term instalment basis.

But these acts of public welfare were not liked by certain elements
who, under the influence of some foreign Powers, created economic and
political chaos and brought the country to the brink of disintegration.
Finding the influential people bent upon thwarting his reforms and the
beneficiaries of the proposed changes in the socio-economic structure of the
country behaving like disinterested spectators, the Shahinshah left the
country on August 16, 1953. But within three days there was a national
uprising against the then ruling clique and the masses, who had finally come
to realise the gravity of the situation, prayed the Shahinshah to return
home and save the country from ruination. The Shahinshah returned to
Tehran on August 19, 1953 and ushered in a new era in the history of
Iran. August 19 is now a red letter day in the history of Iran.

In 1954 a $ 200 million Seven-Year Plan was launched which achieved
aremarkable all-round progress. In 1962, the Shahinshah launched his
White Revolution which brought far-reaching changes in Iranian public
life. The grateful nation gave their beloved ruler at the time of his corona-
tion, the title of Aryamehr, i.e., “the sun of the great and free nation.”

Aryamehr Shahinshah Mohammad Raza Pahlavi is a distinguished
monarch on several counts. While elsewhere in the world revolution has
meant seizure of rights by the clamouring and restive people from unwilling
and unsympathetic rulers, in Iran it has been the other way round. Here
the monarch has bestowed democratic rights on rather indifferent people
by making them realise what they were missing. The rights and privileges
have been, as it were, thrust on a people who did not even bother to think
of them. Here the ruler is a kind and considerate father instead of
being, as elsewhere, a tyrant and oppressor. This is Democracy and
Monarchy ITranian Style.



34 THE IMPACT OF IRAN...

to return to monarchy. So we see that Iranians do what wise people do,
but not after a great deal of trouble.

During the next fifteen years Prince Raza gathered knowledge from
the East and the West. He was educated at home up to the age of 12 and
was then sent to Switzerland for higher education. He returned to Tehran
in 1937 and spent the next two years in military training. His commission-
ing coincided with the start of the Second World War. A situation was
fast developing in which the young Prince’s qualities of head and heart
were to be put to a hard test. During his stay in Switzerland he not only
mastered the French language and literature but also gave a good deal of
time and attention to a study of the Western democratic institutions.
He had become almost indifferent to religion, probably due to the secular
democratic atmosphere in which he found himself. But that was merely
a temporary phase. When he saw more of what was around him he
reverted to religion with a pledge to always seek divine guidance and
inspiration.

By now the spiritual and secular experiences had equipped the Prince
for his future responsibilities, which he was made to shoulder much
earlier than he or any one else could visualise. Although, with the start
of the World War Raza Shah had declared his country to be neutral, Iran
was dragged into the broil. On August 25, 1941, the British and the
Russian troops marched into Iran and besieged the capital. That was
too much for the old Shahinshah. He could not acquiesce in the role
of a mere figure head with no power to do anything for his people.
Consequently, he abdicated and on September 16, 1941, Prince Mohammad
Raza, who was just 22 then, became Shahinshah Mohammad Raza Pahlavi.
But it was only the title that he got. He had to work hard to redeem the
prerogatives that were the essence of the title.

In his helplessness he invoked Allah’s help and set about doing
the best he could to disembarrass his country. On January 29, 1943, he
entered into an agreement with the Western Allies and succeeded in
disentangling his nation to some extent. It was a year of diplomacy for
him. He played a key role in the historic Tehran conference held in
November in which President Roosevelt of the U.S., Prime Minister
Winston Churchill of Britain and the Soviet Head of State, Marshal Stalin
participated.

After the War, while he was still busy assessing the magnitude of
the economic and financial problems faced by Iran, he was placed in very
trying circumstances twice. On February 4, 1946, an attempt was made
on his life in the Tehran University Campus. Five pistol shots were
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This may be a bald statement of the enlightened Shahinshah’s
approach. He loves his people as the head of a family loves his dear ones.
He has analysed his people’s weaknesses and that is not an unkind act.
A father who talks of the pitiable condition of his helpless and inexperienced
children may be just thinking aloud. The Shahinshah is that father in
.the present case. He has charted a direct road to progress and prosperity
for his people, a road that is singularly free of all actual or potential
pitfalls. The nine-point charter of reforms embodies his profound thinking
in which his tender heart has made a real contribution.

Mohammad Raza Pahlavi was born in Tehran on October 26, 1919,
It was the time when the great Powers were still nursing their wounds
from the First World War. His father, Raza Khan, commanded the best
organised military unit of the country at that time, the Cossack Brigade.
Iran, though nominally under Qajar rule, belonged to the Russian sphere
of influence in the north and was under the British control in the south.
The king was perpetually absent. The feudal and foreign spheres of
influence made the fair face of Iran look haggard. There was anarchy.
The people were miserable. Commander Raza Khan could not be a silent
spectator of their misery. Things started moving, Iranian nationalism
asserted itself.

Early in 1921, a popular revoluticn swept away the old clique and
Raza Khan was named Defence Minister and Commander-in-Chief of the
Armed Forces. In October 1923, he was voted Prime Minister. Two years
later, the Majlis, through a special Act, terminated the Qajar rule and Raza
Khan was vested with the powers of the Head of State until a Constituent
Assembly could be convened. On December 13, 1925, the Constituent
Assembly, on behalf of the nation, vested monarchy ‘in the person of
His Majesty Raza Shah and his male progeny generation after generation’.
On April 25,1926, the Pahlavi era was ushered in and six-year-old
Mohammad Raza was proclaimed the Crown Prince and his father was
crowned Emperor of Iran.

Iranians are blessed with a patently sharp foresight which enables
them to preview the shape of things to come. The worldly-wise members
of the Majlis, it appears, visualised in the shy and sensitive boy of six
the saviour of the great nation that had fallen on evil times. They had an
intuitive certainty that the young Prince would continue his father’s
onerous task of rebuilding Iran and reviving her pristine glory. In modern
times when arithmocracy, ‘the system of government in which men are
counted but not weighed’, holds sway all over, we find Spain after
experimenting with Republican rule for well over forty years, preparing



32 THE IMPACT OF IRAN...

mulgated in 1905 notwithstanding the bitter opposition by the last of the
Qajars. But the following year it was overthrown. Then there was the
Anglo-Russian agreement which adversely affected Iran’s national interests.
This very naturally resulted in a national uprising in 1908. Ineffective and
nominal Qajar rule continued till 1923 when Raza Khan became the Prime
Minister of the country. The following year a Republic was established
with Raza Khan as President.

In 1925 Raza Khan proclaimed himself Raza Shah Pahlavi and foun-
ded the Pahlavi dynasty, so named after the ancient form of the Persian
language. According to some scholars Pahlavi is another name for the
Parthian. Raza Shah Pahlavi abdicated in favour of his 22-yaer-old son,
Mohammad Raza Pahlavi, the present ruler, in 1941. His Imperial Majesty
Mohammad Raza Shah Pahlavi, Aryamehr, a great friend of Pakistan, has
done much to bring his nation a place of honour in the comity of nations.

Iran today, according to Aryamehr, the Shahinshah isa show win-
dow of the blend of ancient and modern. “When, about 330 B.C,, our
splendid capital Persepolis was burned (some say accidently) while Alexander
the Great and his troops were there, the first Persian Empire had already
existed for centuries. When, in A.D. 476 E.C., the Roman Empire fell, we
could point to the antiquity of our civilisation, and those who know both,
frequently speak of the greater splendour of the ruins of Persepolis when
compared with those of Rome. But, side by side with these ruins, and with
other fascinating reminders of our antiquity, are seen countless instances of
modern progress.” (Mission for My Country)

GUIDE AND FRIEND

‘Arithmocracy should never be confused with democracy,” is the
practical lesson of Aryamehr the Shahinshah’s experience of the affairs
of the State. An Iranian monarch by tradition is not just a political head
or the chief executive of the nation but is a teacher and leader. He is
essentially a guide who leads his people through secular storms and
spiritual mystifications and ensures a decent life for them. The masses
just feel and rarely think for themselves. Even when they suffered they
would only grumble and usually did nothing to remedy the situation. They
may be taken in confidence on matters of paramount importance to them
as members of a society or a nation, but only to say ‘yes’ or ‘no’ to a plan
or proposal. They cannot be bothered with complicated details. They
want freedom but only that amount which ensures a reasonably comfortable
life for their dear and near ones, beyond that they fear it.
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in the modern sense of the term. They afforded refuge to Humayun, the
Mughal Emperor of India during his hard days and helped him regain his
throne, They received the first British mission in their court, The first
British and Russian Embassies were set up during this period. Under Shah
Abbas the Great (1587-1629) Iran enjoyed unprecedented prosperity. The
.capital, Isfahan, became world renowned for its splendour. The Persian
rug industry was expanded. Skilled artisans from all over were assembled
so that the rugs, silks, velvets and brocades, the metal-work, the ceramics
and highly artistic tiles and the architectural designs in general were
perfected. Shah Abbas organised the first national Army, discarded the
feudal pattern and equipped it with ordnance with the help of Britons,
the Sherley brothers. While he did so much for his people he was very
unkind to his own family and was jealous of his own sons. This dark side
of his character exposed Iran to the evil designs of unscrupulous neighbours
and in 1722 C.E., the Afghans inflicted an ignominious defeat on him.
Although the Afghans were soon ejected, Iran suffered a period of decline,
though temporarily.

The 1736 C.E., a great General of ordinary family connections, who
had been instrumental in ejecting the Afghans, overthrew the declining Safa-
vis. As Nadir Shah, often called the Napoleon of Persia, he defeated the
Turks and threw out the Russians out of some of the territory they had
occupied. He established the Afshar dynasty. He headed his troops up to
Delhi and returned with fabulous riches and treasures. Up to his assassina-
tion in 1747 C.E. he knew no defeat, but after him his dynasty lasted hardly
three years on the throne.

The 1750 C.E., Karim Khan established his rule over southern Iran
and founded the Zend dynasty. It was under the Zends that the first
British factory was set up at Bushire in 1763 C.E. The Zend rule hardly
lasted three generations. In 1794 C.E., Aga Mohammad overthrew them.

In 1796 C.E. Aqa Mohammad ascended the Iranian throne after a
year of campaigning around but was assassinated the following year. The
Qajar reign was marked by repeated ceding of Iranian territory to the Russians
and in 1850 the execution of Bab, a young Irani who proclaimed himself a
prophet and founded the Baha’i religion. This was an inglorious period of
the Iranian history. They could not resist foreign interference in the trun-
cated country’s internal affairs, the foreign missionaries wielded too much
influence in civil affairs and the law and order situation was deplorable. The
rulers’ lavish trips abroad brought Iran to the brink of financial ruin and
burdened the nation with heavy foreign loans to finance their personal extra-
vagances. It was in a situation like this that Persian constitution was pro-
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also a part of the Persian Empire. The Sassanians remained very active and
had famous kings and efficient administrators till the year 628 C.E. when
deposition and death of king Perviz ushered in an era of anarchy and unrest
till 642 C.E. when Iran became a part of the Arab Empire,

The next 100 years of Arab political domination saw Itanian cultural
supremacy assert itself, thanks to the whole-hearted acceptance of Islam by
the Iranians. In 747 the Abbasids rose under Abu Muslim in Khursan
and at the end of the O mayyads in 750 Abbasid Caliphate was proclaimed.
The famous Caliphs Harun al-Rashid and al-Mamun and the rise and fall
of the Bermecides were the notable features of this period, which saw several
minor dynasties rise and fall at short intervals.

Notable among the minor dynasties are the Ghaznavids and Seljugs.
The Ghaznavid dynasty founded by Sultan Mahmud of Ghazna towards the
turn of the first millenium of the Christian era, founded an empire which
included large areas of the Indo-Pakistan sub-continent. The Seljugs
created an empire on the model of the Persian Empire of old. The next
two decades after the founding of the Ghaznavid dynasty saw the meteoric
rise of several other minor dynasties including Sanjars and Khwarzim Shahs
till the first appearance of the Mongols in 1220 C.E. The Khwarzim Shahs
continued in the midst of increasing confusion till they were overthrown in
1231 C.E. after a hectic reign of about 80 years.

Halaku Khan’s appointment as the Ilkhan of Persia marked the
beginning of the Ilkhanid and Timurid period. The rape of Baghdad by the
Mongols in 1258 C.E. led to the end of the Abbasid Caliphate. It took the
Iranians nearly three centuries to tame the Mongols who did unprecedented
damage to Iran. In 1397 C.E. Timur invaded India too. Several dynasties
were established under the Timurids in Iran but the whole period was one of
such a hectic struggle that very little of value was done for the country. With
the overthrow of the Timurids in 1500 C.E. the way was paved for Safavid
supremacy. It is a real miracle that Iranian culture and civilisation survived
a ruthless rule of about 250 years. Men of letters and science continued
their work undaunted by the trouble all round. As if to atone for their
excesses the Mongols turned towards literature and arts but it was too
late,

In 1502 C.E. Isma’il-I founded the Safavi dynasty. The Safavis, an
important Persian dynasty, are believed by some scholars to be the descen-
dants of the Prophet. They made Shiaism as the State religion which con-
tinues to enjoy that status even today with the difference that the modern
Iranians are far less sectarian than their predecessors. Among the
many achievements of the Safavis is the institution of international relations
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The organisation of the Persian Empire, which was further developed
and enlarged by the worthy successors of the great founder, Cambyses-II,
who added Egypt to the Empire (and according to the Persian saying, did
what his father could not) and Darius the Great was remarkable in view of
the tremendous distances, widely different languages, laws and customs of

‘the numerous subjects. The secret of Cyrus the Great was to replace
the States he conquered by formal provinces, each ruled by a Satrap
{Viceroy) who maintained close contact with the Great King through a
highly efficient system of orders and reports borne at great speed by moun-
ted couriers. In old Persian, the word ‘satrap’ means “protector of the
kingdom’ and as successors to the former kings the Satraps ruled huge
areas and were responsible for the security and welfare of the country.

With the fall of Ectabana to Alexander and assassination of Darius-
IIT in 330 B.C. the Achaemenid rule came to an end and Iran became a
part of Alexander’s empire. But after his death in 323 B. C. the Greeks
could not hold it together for long. Selecus Nicator, one of the Generals
in the Alexander’s army, succeeded in establishing his rule over a fragment
which included Perisa and founded the Seleucid dynasty but their rule
lasted for just three generations during which they were assimilated by
Persian culture.

In about 250 B.C. the Parthians, the most civilized Aryan tribe
from the north-eastern Iran, snatched the baton from the Seleucids and
ruled the land for four eventful centuries during which they fought inter-
mittent wars with Rome and finally brought the Romans round to make
peace with them in the year 2i7 B.C. The Parthians revived Persian
nationalism and followed the traditions of the Achaemenid era. The
Romans were successfully resisted because of the Parthians’ technological
advantage of heavily armoured cavalry which the Europeans got afier many
centuries. The Euphrates, which flows through modern Iraq and Syria,
remained the general line of demarcation between the Parthian and the
Roman Empires. Between the year 224 and 226 Ardshir, a vassal king of
Fars under the Parthians revolted and fought three battles with them and
in the last slew Ardawan, the last of the monarchs of the dynasty and
became the founder of the Sassanian dynasty.

During the Sassanian era which lasted over four centuries, the glories
of the Achaemenid times were revived along with their religion, Zoroas-
trianism. Art and culture reached their zenith, many other achievements
which made Iran famous go to the credit of the Sassanians. They often
defeated the Romans in wars and under Nushirwan the borders were extended
to what is now Russia and Afghanistan and the present-day Yemen was
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years he was able to establish effective rule over this vast area.

In 547 B.C. Cyrus became aware that Croesus, the king of Lydia,
was organising a confederation with Babylonian and Egyptian assistance to
destroy him before he became too powerfal. In self-defence, he marched
at a short notice in winter and successfully besieged Sardis, the Capital of
Lydia and captured the proverbially vast treasures of Croesus. He showed
unprecedented magnanimity to his captive and permitted him to end his
days as a respected member of the Persian court.

A year later he began a major eastward campaign and stretched his
empire as far as Sogadiania in Central Asia and across the Indus into
India.

His greatest triumph came in 537 B.C. when he entered Babylon, the
most famous city of the ancient world, at the head of his troops, being
hailed by the populace as a saviour and encountering almost no resistance,
The Bible tells us that Cyrus released all those whom the Babylonians had
made captives. To these peoples quite naturally, Cyrus was a mighty
liberator and in the Biblical phrase “Lord’s annointed”. His name repea-
tedly appears in the Bible (Isaiah 44, 28; 45, 1-14; Daniel 6, 28; Ezra 1;
13 & 14; 6, 3). In all his conquered territories he was seen as a tolerant,
just and efficient administrator. Phyllis Ackerman, the noted historian of
the period, says : ‘“Restoring temples, honouring local divinities and cus-
toms, supporting native pride, he created an organic complex of cultures
joined for mutual advantage.”

It was at this time of history that Cyrus the Great declared his
famous Charter embodying humanitarian concepts, which is a worthy model
for the U.N. in the Twentieth Century.

He was probably contemplating an expedition to Egypt, the last
great country of the ancient world that was not a part of his Empire, when
the news reached him that Massagetae, a wild tribe of Central Asia was
attacking the eastern frontiers of his Empire. Leaving his son as regent in
Babylon, and the empire now organised into a well-administered union of
satrapies, Cyras {in 530 B.C.) marched eastward to put down this menace.
Crossing the river Jaxartes, the eastern limit of his Empire, he led his
troop into the enemy territory, but was ambushed and killed. His body
was esmbalmed and brought back to his ancestral home of Pasargadae, and
buried in a tomb he had already built for himself. Arrian, the Greek his-
torian who visited his tomb, recorded the simple inscription he saw there:

“0 man, I am Cyrus son of Cambyses, who founded the Empire of‘
Persia, and was king of Asia. Grudge me not therefore this menument.”
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The last Median king, Astyages, was the maternal grandfather of the
founder of the great Persian Empire, Cyrus (Koorosh in Persian), was re-
garded, by Isaiah (Isaiah 44, 28; 45, 1-14,) as the created instrument of
God to end the exile of the Jews by defeating the Babylonians. Cyrus the
Great, as he came to be known in history is, according to some scholars,
Kai-Khusru of Firdausi’s Shahnamah. The similarities in the Shahnamah
account and the description by various historians are too striking to be
mistaken, they say.

HOLY EMPIRE BUILDING

The Persian Empire, founded by Cyrus the Great, was a unique em-
pire of the ancient world, a single generation saw it become an administra-
tive and cultural entity, evolving a wide range of patterns of civilised life that
continue to enrich human life in various parts of the world up tothe present
day. Many historians have asserted that the speed and thoroughness with
which this geo-political and intellectual empire was built are truly astound-
ing.

Cyrus was born in the first half of the Sixth Century B.C. in Anshan,
a small kingdom that later merged with Parsa, the ancient Fars. He was
the great-great-grandson of Achaemanes (Hakhamanesh in Persian) after
whom the first Persian dynasty was named. Cyrus’s father, Cambyses,
was the vassal king of Anshan and paid tribute to the Median King,
Astyages, who, in order to secure his own position, had married his
daughter to Cambyses.

In 559 B.C. Cyrus succeeded his father as king of Anshan, ruling
from Parsagadae, a small unfortified mountain capital about 112 miles
north of Persepolis. The degenerate and luxurious court of his grand-
father and overlord was detested by Cyrus and right from the
start of his reign he planned to assert his independence. Appealing
to family and national loyalties he was soon able to unite various Persian
tribes and in 550 B.C. after a short campaign in which the disaffected
Median troops defected to him, Cyrus defeated his overlord grandfather
and captured Ecbatana or Achmetha of the Bible. The Median capital was
on the site of modern Hamadan, where a decree authorising the rebuilding
of the Temple of Jerusalem was found (Ezra 5, 6; 6,2). The Median empire,
about 200-year-old then, came to an end and became the first satrapy or
province of the Persian Empire.

This victory gave Cyrus a titular control over Assyria, northern
Mesopotamia, Armenia and Cappadocia and in a short period of three
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the king’s welfare and the king invoked divine aid and guidance to be
enabled to do the maximum good to the people. They were wedded to
justice and the Bible gives very eloquent testimony to the humane
treatment even to the vanquished people. In matters of administration they
always strived for the welfare of the masses irrespective of whether they
were Iranian by origin or the peoples of the conquered territories under
their hegemony. They gave evidence of being divinely guided people and
none of them is known to have ever made any claim to divinity. They
may be said to be Muslims in the major details then and the present ruler
of Iran, Shahinshah Aryamehr, is a Muslim through and through.

THE PEOPLE

The people who reached such a high level of civilization were the
Aryans who started moving into what is now known as the Iranian Plateau
round about 2400 B.C. and split into Medes and Persians as they settled
down in the northern and southern parts of that great land. They are
repeatedly and gratefully mentioned in the Bible which contains a book,
the Book of Esther named after a Queen of the Achaemenide dynasty. It
was here that their latent qualities flowered into full bloom.

The Medes settled in the neighbourhood of the Caspian Sea and
called it Media. From there they spread southwards till they reached
the borders of Elam in the Seventh Century B.C. It was here that the
other group, the Persians, had settled. The Assyrians conquered the
Medes and they were later deported, some ending vp in Samaria, the terri-
tory between Galilee in the North and Judea in the South. (Bible 2 Kings
17, 6). As the Assyrian empire begaa to fall, the Medes rose again and in
alliance with the Chaldeans (the people of the Tigris-Euphrates basin),
overcame Nineveh in 607 B.C. They began to spread again and founded
the Median Empire which was subsequently merged with the Persian
Empire in 550 B.C.

The Persians made their way independently. Elam, whose capital
Shushan or Susa (believed to have been founded in 4000 B.C.) was the
heart of a great empire in about 2300 B.C. but faded away when Hammu-
rabi (2130-2088 B.C.) who is believed to be the Amraphel of the Bible
(Genesis xiv. 1), freed Babylon from the Elamites, the Persians. With the
prospect of the rise of Assyria Elam and Babylon came together once
again to resist the danger. The famous code of Hammurabi was found at
Susa in 1601.
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legist Imam Abu-Hanifah, the great theologian Imam Ghazali and the
great historian-Al-Bairuni, to name only a few, were all Iranians. The
Arabs ceased to claim any superiority over non-Arabs in Islam,. thanks
to the [ranians again. The modest Iranians could but did not claim
any special privilege for bringing about the supremacy of Islam in the
middle ages. “Take from what is generally called Arabian science—
exegesis, tradition, theology, philosophy, lexicography, medicine, history,
biography, even Arabic grammar—the work contributed by the Persians, and
the best part is gone,” is the observation made by the great Orientalist,
Professor E. G. Brown. This is the whole truth. Iran’s contribution in
making great ideas belong to the entire humanity is very great indeed.

In the spiritual sphere the Iranian mystics and sages have set the
highest yet human standards, not only for those who share their faith, but
for the whole of mankind. Life in the phenomenal world is no bar to
spiritual purification. Harmony between the body and the soul is the
highest achievement of man. Maulana Rumi has stressed this truth by the
analogy of the shell and the kernel of a seed both of which are essential
for its growth. The kernel denuded of the shell will not grow. Human
purity, and not angelic state, is the standard of excellence for man. Asce-
ticism is just the exercise for the beginner in the mystic path. This is only
to enable the initiate to reject and select pleasures. Ungrateful and
thoughtless shunning of the good things of life provided by the Creator
is no virtue.

The four major Sufic orders, Qadiriyah, Chishtiyah, Suhrawardiyah
and the Nagshbandiyah, are all of Iranian origin in the ultimate analysis.
The great poet Sheikh Saadi was a stalwart of the Suharwardi order. The
mystic-poet Maulana Rumi has his own school, the Maulawiyah. In
the Indo-Pakistan sub-continent all the four major orders are well repre-
sented. The great representative of the Chishti school, Khwaja Mueen-
uddin Chishti whose shrine at Ajmer is a place of pilgrimage for both
Muslims and non- Muslims, originated from Iran. His illustrious
predecessor, Makhdum Ali Hujveri, popularly known as Data Ganj Bakhsh,
is another Iranian saint whose shrine at Lahore is a place of pilgrimage for
the commoners and the select, including Khwaja Mueenuddin Chishti.
There are also innumerable followers of the other Orders in both India and
Pakistan. ‘

In secular affairs the Iranians had an idea of man as the Vice-Regent
of Ahur Mazd, who ruled the heavens leaving the earthly dominions to the
human kings. Coronation day has always been a day of prayers and
thanksgiving. On this day the masses and the king prayed, the masses for
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manuscripts and helped their compatriots widen their intellectual horizon.
Humanity is highly indebted to Iran for evolving and bringing an identity
of thought and expression among different nations of the world, says a
French scholar. Iramian poets moved men and women everywhere irres-
pective of race, language or nationality. Iranian sufis, through the subtle
expression of their gnostic and metaphysical ideas, touch the spiritual
chords of the Christian and the Brahman alike.

Iran has provided mankind with not only intellectual and spiritual
enlightenment, but has produced highly pragmatic political and administra-
tive ideas and standards. By excellent administration of the vast and
varied Persian Empire, the world has had all the ideas of human rights and
obligations. It has been a unique model of a liberal and just State where
all men were equal and contributed to the general well-being of all not at
the cost of their own interests,

On the ideal side of life, Iran is the one nation that has always had
faith in one God. The great empire builders always acknowledged Divine
guidance, inspiration and help in all they endeavoured and achieved. The
ancient Iranian faith had almost all the qualities of the primordial revealed
religion, Al-Din Al-Hanif. Their idea of Ahur Mazd or Yazdan and
Ahriman, or the Spirit of Truth and Light and the Spirit of Darkness, bear
a very clear likeness to the idea of God and Satan. The fire as a symbol
of Truth in Zoroastrianism, was the acid test of Truth (Haq) of what
Abraham asserted in the days of Nimrod. It was ‘the cloak of Truth as
Moses saw it. So from the symbolic illumination through Zoroastrianism
and allied beliefs to spiritual illumination that forms the basis of ‘Hikmat
Al-Ishraq’, the idea of the divine origin of man, have all been seen in a
single territory.

The Aryans who settled in Iran proved far more intelligent than their
cousins who crossed the river Indus and settled in the Gangetic Valley.
They were quick to find the missing links in their monotheistic faith with
the advent of Islam. This restatement of the primordial Truth was readily
apprehended by the Iranians. Islam was not foreign to them. The oft-
repeated assertion by adherents of other faiths that the Prophet gave a
religion to the Muslims but no doctrine, was effectively countered by the
Iranian theologians. Those who were called ‘Ajamis® (speechless)
by their speech-proud fore-runners in Islam, were conceded a place
of honour, rather precedence, to the erstwhile ‘speechless’ Iranians.
They provided the world of Islam with excellent expositions of its sublime
doctrine. Muslims were the purveyors of great civilisation, thanks to the
Iranians. The great Traditionist (Muhaddis) Imam Bokhari, the great
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It was translated into Latin in the Twelfth Century. ‘Aljardi wal Habab,’ a
book on diagnosis and treatment of smallpox and measles was found so
useful in Europe that its translation went into forty editions in England
between 1498 and 1866. Razi’s observations and researches were so thorough
that nothing could be added to them till about a century ago. Ali
bin Majusi was another well-known physician of his day whose book,
‘Kamil Al-sanaat’ was considered very useful in Europe. Ibn Sina, a great
name in philosophy, was also a great physician, perhaps the greatest in the
Islamic world. His book °A/-Qaneon fi’l Tibh® was rendered into Latin
and on account of its extensive scope it served as a major textbook in the
European seats of learning. It ran into twenty editions and upto the middle
of Seventeenth Century its study was compulsory for the medical students
in the French and Belgian Universities.

In literature, ‘Shahnamah’® of Firdausi, ‘Gulistan’ and ‘Bostan’ of
Saadi, Mathnavi of Maulana Rumi, described as the Quran in the Pahlavi
language, and ‘Divan’ of Hafiz Shirazi are some of the literary masterpieces
which have beerr translated into various European languages during the
last quarter of the present millenium. Dante’s ‘Divine Comedy’ appears
to be mainly based, on- Sanai’s book °‘Sayr al-Ibad il al-maad’. The
great German poet Goethe considered himself lucky when he got the
‘Divan’ and his work reflects the influence of Hafiz. Voltaire, the
great French thinker and writer, made very good use of the Iranian fables
and stories in his popular works. Matthew Arnold rendered the story of
Rustam and Sohrab into English verse. Omar Khayyam’s Rubaiyat gave
a great fame to Edward Fitzgerald and this single book won him a very
honourable place in the world of literature. In addition several men of letters
have used the profound and subtle ideas of their Iranian predecessors.

In the realm of fine arts Iranian miniature paintings are a class by
themselves. Iranian carpets are cherished by many a connoisseur in
Europe, America and elsewhere. There is no art museum worth the name
that does not contain a selection of Iranian art treasures. Professor Arthur
Upham Pope in his sumptuous six-volume ‘A Survey of Persian Art’, which
display a rare choice of fine specimens of Iranian architecture, pottery,
painting, textile, carpets, metalwork and minor arts, says that in the Seventh
Century Iranian arts were introduced in Spain and from there they spread
throughout Europe. Iranian arts had illuminated almost half the world at
the time when Europe was still lying under the dark clouds of nescience.
Splendid models of Iranian architecture are a pride of various cities in many
parts of the world. Iranian penmanship has enabled many Western
scholars to dig out precious literary and spiritual treasures lying in the old
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tore and fine arts have long been the major textbooks in European
Universities for centuries. In philosophy Ibn Sina, whom Roger Bacon
considered the greatest teacher after Aristotle, is the topmost philosopher
of Iran. His magnum opus, the ‘Kitab Ash-shifa> which deals with logic,
physics, mathematics and metaphysics with equal depth and breadth of
observation, was translated into Latin and remained the major text-
book in Europe for centuries. Will Durant in his *The Story of Civilisa-
tion®’ says that Ibn Sina influenced Ibn Rushd and Musa bin Maimun in
Spain and these two popularised his philosophy in the Christian world.
Albertus Magnus and St. Thomas Aquinas appear highly impressed by
Ibn Sina’s ideas.

Ghazali is the second greatest philosopher of Iran whose philosophic
writings highly influenced European intellectuals. In 1130 Ghazali’s
books ‘Mungadh min al dhalal’, and ‘Tahafatul Falasafa’ were translated
into Latin and St. Thomas Aquinas’s book on metaphysics, which reflects
Ghazali’s ideas, is the most authoritative book of the Catholic world even
today. The arithmetical notation now in universal use known as Arabic
numerals was introduced to Europe by Mohammad bin Musa Khwarzami,
the man who solved the second degrees of equations and wrote a book on
Algebra which was translated and from Twelfth to Sixteenth Centuries
also formed part of the syllabii in the major European Universities. The
word ‘Algebra’ occurring in various European countries still is a reminder
of its origin. Khwaja Nasiruddin Tusi was the first to write a book on
Spherical Trigonometry. Jamshed Ghayasuddin Kashana was the first to
use decimal fractions. Abul Wafa Burzjani had studied the lunar move-
ments and phases 600 years before the Danish astronomer, Techo Brahe
did. Omar Khayyam, who is world famous for his Rubaiyat, compiled
Jalali Calendar in the Eleventh Century of the Christian era, according to
which a day’s difference occurs in 3770 years.

In chemistry Jabir bin Hayyan wrote about 100 books in which he
discussed chemical analysis and methods of preparing chemical substances.
Some of his books were translated into Latin in the Twelfth Century and
led to progress of chemistry in Europe.

In medicine Zakaria Razi was the world’s greatest physician and
author of about 131 books and booklets. His greatest book, ‘Havi’, a
twenty-volume work, which is in fact an encyclopaedia of medical know-
ledge, was translated into Latin in 1279 and gained great popularity in
Europe. It was used as a textbook in the Paris University. In view of the
great demand for it, it was published five times in 1542. Another book of
Razi, ‘Kitab Al-Mansuri’, enjoyed great popularity till the Sixteenth century.
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51. This idea, which bears close resemblance to the beliefs of the
Zoroastrians, is accepted by all the ishraqi sages after Suhrawardi and
discussed by many of the Safavid authors like Mull4d Sadrd and Mir Dimad.

52. See R. Hidiyat, Riyad al-*arifin, Tehran, 1316, p. 277.
53. As already mentioned we did not even discuss the angelology
of Suhrawardi, the founder of the school of ishrdg, which is a direct

adaptation of Zoroastrian angelology, as this subject has been fully
treated by H. Corbin.
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aspect the coming of Islam implied also a Muslimization of the cosmos
in which Islam was to breathe. So we find Nasir-i Khusraw comparing the
angelic order with the prophets of the Abrahamic tradition, or Jili, in his
al-Insan al-kamil, making the prophets correspond to the planets, starting
with Adam, whose dwelling place is the moon. See. R.A. Nicholson,
-op. cit., pp. 122-123.

38. Tbn Abi Jumhir was particularly instrumental in introducing
the doctrines of Ibn ‘Arabi into the cadre of Shi‘ism.

39. Kitab al-mujli, Shiraz, 1329, p. 171.

40. TIbn Abi Jumhir follows closely the cosmography of Ibn ‘Arabi.
See Burckhardt, La clé spirituelle, pp. 8 ff. The eleven heavens of which
Ibn Abi Jumhir apparently begin from above the sphere of water and

exclude water and earth as heavens.

41. Kitab al-mujli, p. 473.

42. It should not be surprizing if various Muslim authors or even
the same author gjve different meanings to the same word in different
places. Cosmology is mnot logic and various cosmic entities take on
different meanings depending upon the context and point of view from
which they are studied, without there being any basic contradiction,

43, Kitab al-mujli, p. 475. Ibn Abi Jumhir follows the tradition
of Jabirean alchemy in which the natures are the principles of the elements
rather than the Aristotelian school in which the natures are only qualities
of the elements and depend upon them for their subsistence.

44. Sayyid Ja'far Khashfi, Tuhfat al-mulik. Tabriz, 1273, chapter
two (al-tabaq al-thini).

45. This and some of the following proper names are the traditional
Muslim designations of various worlds and forces of evil,

46. Sakhrah is also the name of the evil genius who stole the ring
of Solomon.

47. The seven heavens and the seven earths are derived directly
from the Quran, LXV, 12.

48. The similarity of this scheme in its general outline to the
cosmography of Dante is obvious although of course the details differ
greatly.

49. Mas‘adi, op. cit., pp. 181-182.

50. See A.Z. Validi Togan, “Biruni’s Picture of the World”’. Memoirs
of the Archaeological Survey of India, vol. 53, 1937-8, p. 61,
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It is the Mt. Meru of the Hindus, the Olympus of the Greeks and the Qaf
of the Muslims.

25. See Nyberg, op. cit., pp. 29 ff.

26. For the name of some of these angels and their theurgies see
Jackson, op. cit., chap. V.

27. See T. Burckhardt, C/é spirituelle de Iastrologie musulmane,
Paris, 1950, p. 47.

28. Mas‘Udi, Les prairies d’or, trad., par C. Barbier de Maynard et
Panet de Courteneille, Paris, 1861, vol. I, p. 47.

29. R.A. Nicholson, Studies in Islamic Mysticism, Cambridge, 1921.
pp. 121-122.

30. ‘Abd al-Karim al-Fili, al-Insin al-kdmil, Cairo, n. d., chap.
“al-bab al-muwaffi sittin fi'l-insan-kamil”, p. 131. See also De I’Homme
universal, trad. par T. Burckhardt, Lyon, 1953, p. 23. The correspondence
with the account given above from the Rivdydt is quite clear.

31. Of course this is not always the case. For example Shaykh
al-ishraq Shihab al-Din Suhrawardi, the founder of the ishrdq? school in
Islam, makes use of Zoroastrian angelology considering the first archangel
to be Bahman, the first Ameshaspand of the Zoroastrians. See the
prolegomena of A. Corbin to Suhrawail, Oeuvres philosophiques et mystiques.
We have not entered into a discussion of the very complex scheme of
angelology in Suhrawardi’s writings, which bears a direct relation to
Zoroastrian angelology, as it has been amply treated in this work. In any
case Muslim cosmology and the angelology to which it is closely related
are derived for the most part directly from the Quran.

32. See Ibn ‘Arabl, La sagesse des prophétes, trad. par T. Burck-
hardt, Paris, 1955, pp. 37 and 108,

33. This work has been published many times in Arabic and Persian
and in German by F. Wiistenfeld, Cosmographie. Gottingen, 1848-49. Our
references are to the Tehran lithographed edition of 1283.

34. ‘Aji’ib al-makhliiqdt, pp. 33-41.

35. Nasir-i Khusraw, Kitdb-i jami* al-hikmatayn, ed. by H. Corbin
and M. Mo in, Tehran-Paris, 1953, p. 109.

36. As pointed out in the “Etudes préliminaires” by Corbin (pp.
93-94), this pentade bears much resemblance to the pentade of Manichaean
cosmogony,

37. Ibid., p. 112, As all revelation has a cosmic as well as a social
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15. Among the most important of these Yazatas are the Fravashis
or Fravartis, a vast army of spirits who are the guardian angels of the
souls of men. They exist in heaven before man’s birth and unite with
the soul after death. To them the nineteenth day of the month and the
first month of the year were devoted.

16. This order seems to place the moon and the sun above the
heaven of the signs of the Zodiac. This apparent mistake is probably
due to the symbolism of light so important to Zoroastrianism. The
descending stations of the sky symbolize degrees in which the original
light decreases in intensity. It is therefore natural to place the more
luminous sun and moon above the stars.

17. From various Zoroastrian texts one can arrive at either a .
round or a disc-like figure of the earth.

18. Zaehner, op. cit., p. 135.

19. Ibid., p. 136. This account bears a striking resemblance to
the account in Rig-Veda X. 90 of the creation of the universe from the
body of Purusha and as we shall demonstrate later the Sufi concept
of the Universal Man (al-insan al-kamil).

20. For example the Aban Yasht is written in praise of water and the
Ram Yasht in praise of air.

21. The seven kishvars are mentioned in the 7ir Yasht; see
Pour-Davoud, op. cit., p. 361.

22. See E. Hertzfeld, Zoroaster and His World, Princeton, 1947, p.
680. The idea of a round earth surrounded by an ocean is an ancient one
shared by the various branches of the Aryan people. The kishvars are
defined as follows : “Aufder ostlichen Seite [von Qavirac] ist das Keshvar
Cavai, im Westen das Keshvar Arzai—zwei Teile—auf der Siidseite die
Keshvars Fradatafsh und Vidadafsh—2 Teile—auf der Nord-zeite die
Keshvars Vorhast und Vorjarst—2 Teile ; das in der Mitte ist Qavirdc und
Qavirdo begreuzt das Meer, denn ein Teile dieses Meeres...Ferakhkant ist
herungeschlungen zwischen Vorharst und Vorjarst ist ein hohen Berg,
gewachsen, denn von einerm Keshvar in’s andre kann man nicht geben.”
F. Justi, Handbuch der Zendsprache, Leipzig, 1864, p. 81.

23. 1. Pour-Davoud, Adabiyyat-i mazdayasni, vol. 11, Bombay, 1931,
pp. 324 ff.

24. Pour-Davoud, op. cit.,, vol. I, pp. 429, 451 and 577. The
cosmic mountain is a universal symbol which appears in nearly all traditions.
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7. 1Inas much as Zoroastrianism was the major pre-Islamic religion
of Persia we have devoted most of our attention to it rather than to
Mithraism and Manichaeism.

8. There are two Bundahishns, known as the Lesser or Indian
and the Greater or Iranian Bundahishn, for which the Zitspram is a kind
of guide which clarifies some of its obscurities. See R.C. Zaehner, Zurvan.
A Zoroastrian Dilemma, Oxford, 1955, p. 81. The Greater Bundahishn has
been translated into English by B.T. Ankelesaria, Zand-Akdsih. Iranian or.
Greater Bundahishn, Bombay, 1956, and the Indian Bundahishn by E.W.
West in the Sacred Books of the East series.

: 9. For the sources of Mazdean cosmology and cosmography see
H.S. Nyberg, op. cit., p. 5.

10. See A.V. Jackson, op. cit., pp. 110-115 and H.S. Nyberg, op. cit.,
pp. 29 ff.

11. For a detailed account of Zurvanite cosmogony and cosmology
see R.C. Zaehner, op. cit.,, pp. 106 ff. The figure of Zurvan, which goes
back to the earliest period of antiquity, is essentially a quadriform, of
which one of the more important kinds consists of the sun, the moon,
the signs of the Zodiac and Zurvan., Another famous quadriform is the
Manichaen Zurvanite Zurvin, light,  power and wisdom, to which Ibn
Nadin refers to in his Al-Fihrist, edited by G. Flugel, Leipzig, 1871-2, vol.
1, p. 333, as Allah, nitruhu, quwwatuhu and hikmatuhu ;. the four elements
are also Zurvidn's earthly reflection. In these quadriforms Zurvan himself

-appears among his own parts. This is due to a general old Iranian habit
of including a thing as the completing member of its own parts. See H.S.
Nyberg, op, cit., p. 55 and M. Reitzenstein, Das iranische Erlosungsmysterium,
Bonn, 1921. pp. 154 ff.

12. As Zaehner mentions, in the Zafspram Zurvin becomes incar-
nated in Spihr, which is considered as the body of the Universe. Spihr is
the “Viay of the long Dominion’, which stands in the same relation to
Viy as cosmic time to Zurvin.

13. In Zoroastrian doctrines as in ishrdq? wisdom in Islam the
border between the spiritual and the material worlds is ‘set at the heaven
of fixed stars, the boundary between the visible and the invisible, not at
the heaven of the moon as in Aristotelian cosmology. '

14. See Zaehner, op. cit., p. 135; Jackson, op. citl., pp. 42 . ; B.
Geiger, Die Amesa Spentas' ihr wesen und ihre ursprunglche Bedeutung,
Wien, 1916, and I. Pour-Davoud, Adabiyyar-i mavdayasna Yasht-ha, vol. 1,
Bombay, 1928, pp. 69-96.



NOTES

1. See H.S. Nyberg, “Questions de cosmogonie et de cosmologie
mazdéene”, Journal Asiatique, vol. CCXIX, 1929, p. 2 ff. ; A.V. Jackson,
Zoroastrian Studies, New York, 1928, chap. I. Regarding the religion of
the Sassanid period Nyberg writes as follows in the above article: “La
religion sassanide vivante est le résultat d’une fusion précoce entre le
mazdéisme et lo zervanism’® (p. 125.)

2. During this phase of Sunni domination exception must be made
of the fourth/tenth century when most of Persia was ruled by the Shi‘ite
family of the Buyids.

3. Of course with the spread of Islam Persia became closer to
the Arabs just as Europe was “Hebrewized”’ to some degree by becoming
Christian. Moreover, the coming of Islam did bring a number of Arabs
as settlers into Persia ; the descendants of the Prophet have played no
small role in the intellectual and social life of Muslim Persia. Despite
this fact, however, the ethnic continuity of the Persian people is undeniable,
even if the early Aryan invaders were in turn invaded by a series of
foreign peoples, including the Greeks, Turks and Mongols.

4, L. Massignon, Salmin Pak et les premices spirituelles de I’Islam
iranien. Paris, 1934, p. 11. Cited also in conjunction with the works of
Suhrawardi by H. Corbin in his prolegomena to Suhrawardi, Qeuvres
philosophigues et mystiques. Tehran-Paris, 1952, p. 98.

5. Here “number” must be understood in the Pythagorean sense
as a “personality” and *“quality”” and not as the pure quantity of modern
mathematics. ‘“Whilst one obtains ordinary number by addition, qualitative
number results, on the contrary, from an internal or intrinsic differentiation
of principal unity; it is not added to anything and does not depart from
unity. Geometrical figures are so many images of unity; they exclude
one another, or rather, they denote different principial qualities...” F.
Schuon, Gnosis : Divine Wisdom, trans. by G.E.H. Palmer, London, 1959,
p- 113, n. 1. In addition to this work see H. Keyser, Akroasis. Stuttgart,
1947, pp. 17 ff. and Fabre d'Olivet, Les vers deorés de Pythagore. Paris,
1813, pp. 187 1L

6. Since Muslim cosmology is closely connected with angelology
and in Shi‘ism with ‘““imamology”, these numbers also play a significant
role in cosmography.
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In Persia, where Islam was destined providentially to replace the
Sassanid religion, as in other lands, this final revelation of the present
cycle of humanity came not to negate but to affirm and to integrate into
itself whatever elements could be absorbed into its unitary point of view.
So it was that in the Muslim cosmos, the Persians could contemplate
many of the Zoroastrian myths and symbols in the light of Divine Unity
and in a universality which has the power to embrace all elements of the
Truth, of no matter what origin, into its fold.
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The seven climates and seas and the creatures living upon the
earth are closely related to the angelic world, for each being in this world
is guided by an angelic being for whom it is a theurgy.51 As Mir Abu-l-Qasim
Findiriski, the remarkable Safavid Sufi, wrote in his well-known gasidah.

Heaven with these stars is clear, pleasing and beautiful.

Whatever is there above has below it a form.

The form below, if by the ladder of gnosis.

Treads upward, becomes the same as its principle.32

So for Muslims, as for the pre-Islamic Persians, the terrestrial
order in the image of the celestial, by which it is governed and whose
reality it reflects. Whether in the philosophical language of ‘‘nature™
or the religious language of ‘“‘angel’” the Muslim authors consider the
order of the world to derive from a power or set of powers which descend
from the celestial domain and upon which all earthly existence depends.

Iv

In this brief survey of Persian cosmography in the pre-Islamic
and Islamic periods we chose to discuss certain ideas which show the
“vertical” as well as “horizontal” continuity between the two periods.
We have seen how in angelology, despite the difference in terminology,
the reality described in the two traditions is nearly the same and how in
certain instances there is even formal resemblance.™ Of course the
metaphysical background into which the cosmological sciences are integrated
is not the same, the view of Islam being the emphasis upon the Divine
Unity which absorbs all contingencies, from the particle of dust to the
highest archangel, and the view of Zoroastrianism the cosmic duality of
good and evil or light and darkness.

There are instances of direct borrowing by Muslims from the earlier
sources as seen in the seven-fold division of the world into kishvars and
the many motifs adopted by the illuminationist sages or ishrdgis from
their older compatriots, whom they call the “Pahlavi sages (hukama
Jahlawiyyiin). There are also instances where the same archetypes are
repeated : the numbers seven and twelve, the cosmic mountain Q4f and
the governing of the terrestrial world by angelic substances. Moreover,
in certain cases, as in that of Kashfi, the Zoroastrian tripartite division of
cosmic reality into the world of light or angels, the world of darkness or
demons and the neutral world of terrestrial existence between the two is
directly repeated, although here there is no implication of any dualism
whatsoever, the two opposing orders both deriving their being from the
Divine Attributes.
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We find the climatic division of the world fully developed by
Mas‘idi. As he writes,

The division of the seven climates is as follows.

First climate : the countries of Babel, Khoriasin, Abwaz,
Mosul and Jibal; the signs of the Zodiac for this climate are Aries
and Sagittarius and -the planet, Jupiter. Second climate : Sind,
India and the Sudan; the sign of the Zodiac is Capricorn and the
planet, Saturn. Third climate : Mecca, Medina, the Yemen, T3@'if,
the Hijaz and the intermediary countries; the sign of the Zodiac is
Scorpio and the plapet, Venus the auspicious. Fourth climate :
Egypt, Ifrigiyyah, the lands of the Berbers, Spain and the provinces
contained within ; the sign of the Zodiac is Gemini and the planet,
Mercury. Fifth climate : Syria, the countries of Rim (Anatolia)
and Mesopotamia (al-Jazirah) ; the sign of the Zodiac is Aquarius
and the planet, Mars. Seventh climate : the lands of Da’il and
China ; the sign of the Zodiac is Libra and the planet, the sun.4°

A picture of the world that is even more striking than the lati-
tudinal division into strips followed by other Muslim geographers is the
scheme given by Abi Rayhan Biriini, the celebrated fourth/tenth century
scholar and scientist, in his Kitab tahdid nihdydt al-amakin.5® This scheme
with a central province and six surrounded regions (see Fig. 4), bears a
striking resemblance to the already mentioned seven kishvars of the ancient
Persians, from which it was almost undoubtedly derived. Birini made
use of the knowledge of the Greeks and. of other Muslim geographers, but
integrated 1t into this pattern derived from Sassanid sources.

e P
A /jg 9
W o »csi,?‘f:a;

8 A - %]
A, SV
STAE ﬁ)P*l'ﬁf‘
AT

< >
v

)
. - < £
e~ NS
) . o Yoy

S f’:,.‘(, SO ¥
N 3 - "

. P ; = “’:,\P“" » « ,.?’ &
SOV I o SO PRI
‘;‘,-:‘ -l v _:»9 Y (u;§¢ﬁuxng&§%§g*¢

B‘? \;)\') 1::‘%




COSMOGRAPHY IN PRE-ISLAMIC AND ISLAMIC PERSIA 11

The Worlds of the Intellect The Worlds of Ignorance
Universal Intellect (agl-i kull) Universal Ignorance (jahl-i-kull)
Universal Spirit (rdh-i kull) tantam¥s
Universal Soul (nafs-i kull) inferno (jahannam)

Universal Nature (tabi‘ar-i kull) the barren wind (rik-i ‘aqim)
materia prima ( jawhar-i habd’) dust (thard)

Universal Form (shikl-i kull) the sea of ‘Aqbis (bakr-i ‘aqbiis)
Universal Body ( jism-i kull) fish (hir)

Throne (‘arsh) rock (sakhrah)

Pedestal (kurs?) bull (thawr)

the seven heavens4? the seven earths

the sphere of fire the sphere of earth

the sphere of air the sphere of water

Between these two hierarchies lies the sphere of the zephyr, which is
the place of the generation of man, animals, plants and minerals, all of
which lie between the two worlds of light and darkness.4®8 These beings,
which symbolize the totality of terrestrial existence, form therefore the third
order of creatures in the Universe, situated between the two opposing
cosmic hierarchies.

Fig. 3

Before terminating our review of Muslim cosmography we must also
consider the ‘“horizontal” and terrestrial division of the world as envisaged
by the Muslim geographers. From the beginning, under the influence of
Greek authors like Ptolemy but perhaps even more directly under that of

pre-Islamic Persian conceptions of the world, Muslim authors divided the .

earth into seven regions or climates and seven seas, all surrounded by an
ocean in the form of a circle which engulfed the whole world. Moreover,
following earlier Persian and Greek and indirectly Babylonian examples,
they connected the climates with the seven planets and the twelve signs of
the Zodiac, thereby uniting heaven and earth and showing that all things
below are an image of their heavenly counterpart.
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Ibn Abi Jumhur, like most other Muslim authors on cosmology,
lays great stress upon the concepts of the Throne and the Pedestal and the
Pen and the Guarded Tablet, derived from traditional Islamic sources. He
identifies the Throne with the Pen as well as with the Universal Intellect
and the Primum mobile. Likewise he identifies the Pedestal with the
Guarded Tablet as well as with the Universal Soul and the heaven of the
fixed stars. And yet he adds that from another point of view the Univer-
sal Intellect is the ink, the Universal Soul the Pen and the elements and
bodies in the cosmos the paper upon which the Pen brings things into
existence.¥> Nature (al-tabi‘ah) is itself one of the faculties of the Univer-
sal Soul, a faculty which governs and controls the whole world, from the
highest heaven to the centre of the earth. It rules over the four natures,
which in turn govern the elements.43 (See Fig. 1).

fire
hot dry
air earth
humid cold
water
Fig. 2

As another example of Muslim cosmograph we consider a further
Persian Shi‘ite author, Sayyid Ja‘far Kashf1, a sage and ascetic of the Qajar
period. 1In his Tuhbfat al-mulitk, Kashfi analyzes the anatomy of the Uni-
verse in terms of two hierarchies of angels and demons deriving respectively
from the Divine Compassion {ralzmah) and the Divine Anger (ghadab), so
that the unitary point of view is preserved in spite of the cosmic duality of
two opposing forces.# All Divine Compassion reaches the Universe
through the Universal Intellect, which is identified with the Spirit of the
Seal of the Prophets (riih~i khitam al-nabiyyin), i.e., the Prophet Muham-
mad, upon whom be peace; and all Divine Anger through ignorance ( jahl),
which is identified with the Spirit of the Seal of the Wretched (riih-i-khitam
al-shaqiyyin), i.e., Satan. There are seventeen worlds in both the hierarchy
of light and of darkness, in the following order :
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The invisible hierarchy appears in a somewhat different guise in the
writings of the fifth/eleventh century Isma‘ili philosopher and poet Nasir-i
Khusraw. Beginning with the principle that whatever exists in the visible
world is the effect of some reality in the invisible, he reaches the conclusion
that there must be seven angelic orders to correspond to the seven planets.35
These orders are, according to him, the Principle (ibda‘); the intellectual
substance (jawhar-i ‘aqli) ; the collection of intellects (majmi‘-i ‘agl) ; soul
(nafs); majesty (jadd), identified with Jibra‘il ; victory ( fath), identified
with Mika‘il ; and imagination (khayal), identified with Israfil.3¢6 This
order in turn is made to correspond to the seven prophets : Adam, Noah,
Abraham, Moses, Jesus, Mohammad and the Lord of the Resurrection
(khudawand-i-qiyimat).37

The hierarchy of being appears in yet another light in the Kitab al-
mujli of the ninth/fifteenth century Sufi and Shi‘ite doctor, Ibn Abi Jumhir,
who is one of the important figures of Shi‘ite gnosis.3¥ In his view the
chain of being consists essentially of six degrees corresponding to the six
days of creation, these degrees being the Divine Essence (dhat), the world
of unicity or the first determination of the Essence (wakidiyyah), the world
of pure spirits (al-arwal al-mujarradah), the intellectual souls (al-nufis
al-‘aqilah) or the world of psychic substance (‘ilam al-malakiit), the visible
world (‘@lam al-shahadah) or the world of the kingdom (‘@lam al-mulk) and
the totality of existence (al-kawn al-jami) who is the Universal Man
(al-insan al-kamil).?9

The visible world, moreover, consists of eleven heavens; the Primum
mobile ( falak al-atlas), the heaven of the fixed stars, Saturn, Jupiter, Mars,
the sun, Venus, Mercury, the moon, and the spheres of fire, air, water and
earth. The sun occupies the middle position and corresponds to the heart
(galb) of the Universe.4® The acts of God on the microcosmic level pass
from the Divine Essence to the Spirit, from the Spirit to the heart, from the
heart to the imagination (khayal) and from the imagination to the sensible
domain. Likewise in the macrocosm every act passes through these same
stages: from the Spirit (rizk) to the soul (nafs) to the cosmic imagination to
the forms or ‘““ideas” (suwar rithaniyyah) of the heavens and earth and
finally to the world of the elements.4l The ‘arsh’ or Divine Throne is like
the human brain, the universal soul (al-nafs al-kull?) like the inner heart
and the visible world like the visible heart of man. So it i§ that the sun,
the heart of the universe, is the giver of cosmic life as the heart is the
centre of life in the human body. And so it is that Christ, whose special
miracle was to bring the dead back to life is symbolically identified with
the “fourth heaven’> which is the heaven of the sun.
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superior realities through his own subtle nature and to the inferior
realities through his gross nature....,. His heart corresponds to the
divine Throne. And besides, the Prophet had said that the heart of
the believers is the throne of God. His self corresponds to the
divine Pedestal, his spiritual state to the Lotus Tree of the Extreme
Limit, his intellect to the supreme Kaldm, his soul to the Guarded
Tablet, his corporeal body to the elements, his receptivity to the
Hylé...... etc.30

The superior and inferior realities to which Jili refers are actually
the various orders of angelic, subtle and physical existence. Like Jili, who
uses such Quranic terms as the Divine Pedestal and the Lotus Tree of the
Extreme Limit, the Muslim authors writing on the angelic world also drew
most of their terminology from the Quran.3! The cosmic realities are basi-
cally the same as those represented in Zoroastrianism because, being an
intrinsic aspect of the total truth, these realities must manifest themselves
in one way or another in every tradition. But the symbols used by the
Muslim and especially Sufi authors, like the Pen (galam), the Tablet (lawh),
the Pedestal (kursi), the Throne (‘arsh) and the hierarchy of the angels are
naturally derived from the language of the Quran.3?

A popular account of Muslim angelology appears in the famous
cosmographical work of Abi Yahya Qazwini, *4j3'ib al-makhliiqit.33
According to Qazwinl at the height of the angelic hierarchy stands the
Spirit or rith, the mover of all the heavens, surrounded by the four archan-
gels, Ysrafil, Jibrail, Mika‘il and ‘Tzrd‘1l. Isrdafil carries the Divine
Command, gives life to beings and governs the elements and compounds.
The Guarded Tablet (al-lawh al-makhfiiz) is located between his eyes.
Jibra‘l is the angel of revelation and directs the power of anger (ghadab)
with which all beings repel their enemies. Mika’il is the giver of bounty
and the angel who guides the growth of creatures toward their perfection.
Finally *Izrd’il is the angel of death who brings motion to rest and takes
the soul back to its original abode after death.34

Below these archangels, who lie above the visible cosmos, there are
the seven angels of the heavens, who include in descending order Isma‘il,
symbolized by the figure of a cow, Shama‘il, symbolized by an eagle, Sa‘id,
symbolized by a vulture, $alsafil, symbolized by a horse, Kalka‘il, symbo-
lized by a beautiful maiden, Samkhi‘il, symbolized by a bird having a
human head, and Barma‘il, symbolized by the human figure. Below this
order lies the order of the guardian angels who direct the life of beings om
earth. Each human being has two angels, one of the right side and one of
the left, who are his links with the angelic world.
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aspect of the question of the generation and effusion of multiplicity from
Unity. For example, the famous fourth/tenth century historian, Mas*‘adi,
makes use of earlier symbolic imagery when he writes : “When God
wanted to undertake the work of creation He made come out of water a
vapour which rose above it and formed the sky. Then he dried the liquid
substance and transformed it into an earth which He then divided into
seven parts.”28

The eighth/fourteenth century Sufi ‘Abd al-Karim Jiii, the author of
the well-known Sufi treatise al-Insin al-kamil, The Universal Man, amplifies
the same symbolism in speaking of creation as follows :

Before the creation God was in Himself, and the objects of
existence were absorbed (mustahlik) in Him so that He was not mani-
fested in anything. This is the state of ““being a hidden treasure”
or, as the Prophet expressed it, “the dark mist above which is a void
and below which is void,” because the Idea of Ideas is beyond all
relations. The Idea of Ideas is called in another Tradition “the
White Chrysolite, in which God was before He created the crea-
tures.” When God willed to bring the world into existence, He
looked on the Idea of Ideas (or the White Chrysolite} with the look
of perfection, whereupon it dissolved and became a water ; for noth-
ing in existence, not even the Idea of Ideas, which is the source of
all existence, an bear cthe perfect manifestation of God. Then God
looked on it with the look of Grandeur, and it surged in waves, like
a sea tossed by the winds, and its grosser elements were spread out
in layers like foam, and from that mass God created the seven earths
with their inhabitants. The subtle elements of the water ascended,
like vapour from the sea, and from them God created the seven
heavens with the angels of each heaven. Then God made of the
water seven seas which encompass the world. This is how the whole
of existence originated.?®
Jili also considers the creation of the Universe with respect to the

Universal Man, who is at once the archetype and the final goal of creation.
As he writes,

The Universal Man is the pole around which revolve the
spheres of existence from the first to the last; he is unique while
existence lasts......... However, he embraces different forms and
reveals himself through different religions in such a way that he
receives multiple names......

Know that the Universal Man carries within himself corres-
pondences with all the realities of existence. He corresponds to the
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its own angel and celestial counterpart just as every man has his own frah-
varti. Among the archangels, Yahuman is the angel of cattle, Artvahisht
of fire, Shabhisht of metals, Spandarmat of earth, Hurdat of water and
Amurdat of plants. Likewise each of the lesser angels or Yazatas is the
guardian of some order of terrestrial existence : Abidn of water, Drvispa of
animal creation, Rama Hvastra of air, Sroasha of the sleeping world, Mih
of the moon and Hvarekh shagta of the sun.26 The cosmos, therefore,
despite its division into the spiritual and physical domains, is essentially a
unity, the visible being the reflection and theurgy of its transcendent and
immutable counterpart, the spiritual reality or platonic idea which in
Zoroastrianism is identified with the angelic order.

111

In Muslim cosmography the anatomy of the Universe presents itself
in the same basic outline as is seen in Zoroastrianism but in the Janguage
of the Quranic revelation and according to the unitary perspective of Islam.
Islam revealed what had always been the mystery of the mysteries, 7.e., the
transcendent Unity of the Principle and the consequent unicity and inter-
relatedness of all orders of cosmic existence. Essentially the Islamic view
is based on the absorption of all finite beings into the Infinite, all multipli-
city into the One, so that to say L ilaka illa’llak is to say that there is no
reality but the Absolute Reality. Yet from the point of view of contin-
gency one may legitimately speak of a cosmos which, although nothing but
the shadow of the Principle or in the language of Sufism the Breath of the
Compassionate (nafs al-rahman), is also an image of its Divine Source
whose unity it reflects on its own plan. As the master of Islamic gnosis,
Mubyi al-Din ibn ‘Arabi writes in the Futiihdt al-makkiyyah, “The world
consists of the unity of the unified whereas the divine Independence resides
in the unity of the Unique.”?7 As we turn to the writings of some of the
Muslim authors, restricting ourselves to Persia and its surrounding terri-
tory, we see the reappearance of earlier concepts and the repetition of the
same archetypes and ideas not because of historical borrowing but because
such ideas are inherent in the nature of things. But all these concepts are
viewed from the Islamic unitary perspective.

In Islam creation is considered as having been brought into being
by the Divine Word kun, “Be!” : God said “Be!”” and there was. The Uni-
verse is therefore a direct consequence of the Divine Act. It is united with
its Principle by its being as well as by the intelligence manifested in the
cosmic domain. The Muslim authors, following the Quran, have all
emphasized this point although each may have concentrated upon a certain
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Light, the place of Ormuzd.”18 gL

Aside from this account of the creation and hierarchy of the cosmds
in the Greater Bundahishn, there is another account in the Rividyit which s
of great interest. According to this latter source, creation comes from fthe
Microcosmic Man, the Spifir, who is also the archetype of man. The 'sky
is created from his head, the earth from his feet, water from his tears;
plants from his hair, the Bull—the symbol of the animal kingdom—ff"oi'rfi
his right hand, fire from his mind and the first man, Gaysmarth, from hig
seed.1® Man, therefore, while coming at the end of creation is also iis
archetype and source.

The world in which man lives, i.e., the earth and its surroundin:gvs,'“ixs‘
made of the four elements, fire, air, water and earth, fire being the direct
presence of the spiritual world in the material. The Zoroastrians considered
the elements as sacred and made extensive use of them in their w0rsh1p In
fact several Yashts are devoted to the elements.20 : S

As for the earth itself, which is considered as round, thé Avesty
divides it into six regions or kishvars which along with the central région
form a heptad.2! The whole of dry land is surrounded by a v"‘lrst”‘bt‘:‘é';lyﬁ
called Frakhakrat, the’wxeadzs of the Greeks. The seven kts/zvars,‘ fif’ﬁ’iéﬂ;
form a circle around a centre, are presented as follows:22 et

E
Savahi
Vurubrshti
N Hvanira a
Vidatfshu
Arzahl
fi: 4
Fig. 1 pn

The world is centred about the cosmic mountain, called ‘Hati -AAd
later Alburz, which was the first mountain to be created.? The §tars; -8
and moon circle about it, the sun shines from it upon all the lands’ ’éxf East'
and West, and the throne of Mithra is placed upon it, where 'there'is'nio
night and darkness.2* It symbolizes therefore the totality. of thie»&osmos
as well as its centre and the axia mundi. N A TR G IS I

In the cosmos whose anatomy we have sought to descrité ¥he{nvisi-
ble and visible worlds are closely related, each terrestrink(gé?ik) Heing
having its transcendent (mendk) counterpart in the spiﬁtual‘fii\iéirla, wiilsse
theurgy and reflection it is here on earth.2s Each speciés ‘in ¢hid-wotld Ry
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come into being Ormuzd and Ahriman and through them ““Zurvin of the
Long Dominion” or cosmic time as well as Spifir or finite space.l? From
the infusion of the will of Ormuzd into the Endless Form, which is the
spiritual creation and the prototype of nature, the material cosmos comes
into being. ,

According to the first chapter of the Greater Bundahishn, Ormuzd,
after making a pact with Ahriman, created the cosmos, beginning with the
spiritual or angelic world and then proceeding to the visible universe.13
Ahriman, seeing that his opponent had created the world, in turn brought
into being a hierarchy of demons to oppose the angels, but did not create a
counterpart material world. The universe, therefore, consists of three
domains : the angelic and the demonic and material creation.

At the top of the hierarchy of cosmic beings and first in the order of
creation are the archangels, Ameshaspands (Amesha Spentas), who are
purely spiritual beings above the material universe. In descending order they
are Vahuman, Artvahisht, Shalrévar, Spandarmat, Hurdit and Amurdzat
and along with Ormuzd himself they form a heptad.l* Ormuzd also
created a hierarchy of angels calied the Yazatas below the Ameshaspands
whose number according to the ¥Yashts is legion. They are both spiritual
and material ; one day of each month is devoted to one of them and they
guard and preserve the order of the world.13 The hierarchy of arch-demons
includes Akéman, Indar, Savul. Nighai0, Taric and Zeric, who along with
Ahriman form a heptad opposed to the celestial hierarchy. Moreover
Ahriman also created a host of lesser demons who oppose the forces of
light in the world,

Below the angelic world and above the demonic lies material creation,
which, because of its materiality, preserves a certain neutrality with respect
to the forces of good and evil, although it is essentially good since it was
brought into being by Ormuzd. The first material creation was the sky,
consisting of the stations of the Ameshaspands, the Sun, the Moon, the
fixed stars, the planets and the clouds, stations which along with that of
Endless Light, the place of Ormuzd, form another heptad.!6 The sky,
which is egg-shaped, contains all creation; it is made from a crystal from
which water is brought into being. After water the earth is created, round
but with an even surface,!7 and then the first plant, from which all other
plants grow. After the plants cattle come into being from the Primal Bull,
the first animal in creation, and after the animals Gayémarth, the Primor-
dial:-Man, from whose seed mankind is generated. This six-fold order of
creation, ¢onsisting of the sky, water, earth, plants, animals and men, is
completed. by the ereation of fire,  ““whose -brilliance is from the Endless
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the presence of certain transcendent archetypes which manifest themselves
whenever and wherever the conditions for their manifestation are suitable.
The cosmos has a reality in all its visible and invisible aspects which is
independent of any individualistic subjectivization. All traditional cosmo-
graphies, therefore, must account for the hierarchy of being in essentially
the same manner, although they may use different languages, just as every
civilization has a name for the sun simply because the sun exists and
reveals itself to all. Moreover, there are certain archetypal numberss
which, being necessary polarizations of Unity, manifest themselves in all
traditions. Thus we see the number represented by the twelve signs of
the Zodiac, the seven planets and archangels and the four elements in
Zoroastrianism as well as the pentad in Manichaean cosmogony repeated
in the twelve Imams of Twelve Imam Shi‘ism, the seven Imams of the
Ismi‘ilis, the five Imams of the Zaydis and the four caliphs of the
Sunnis.6 These archetypal numbers as well as other cosmological symbols
in turn play a major role in creating similarities between Muslim and
Zoroastrian cosmographies.?

The sources of Zoroastrian cosmography consist mostly of Sassanid
Pahlavi texts in which elements of Zurvanism are distinctly present.
The Avesta itself is mostly liturgical and only in the Yashts are there
references to the various elements, the heavens and the earth. The most
important Zoroastrian cosmological treatises which have survived are the
Bundahishn,® assembled during the Sassanid period from the earlier Damdat
Nask now lost, the Ménoké Xrat, which is the essential text of Zurvanism,
the Riviyat and the Dénkart, the last of which contains elements of Greek
ideas-—such as the four elements and natures of Empzadocles : hot, moist,
cold and dry—integrated into Mazdaism.?

The Zoroastrian idea of creation posits a twelve thousand year
period of struggle between Ormuzd and Ahriman, each millenium of which
is presided over by one of the signs of the Zodiac. During the first three
thousand years the spiritual world is created and during the next three
thousand years the material world along with the evil forces of Ahriman.
The following three thousand years mark the eruption of the power of
Ahriman into the world and his overrunning it, and the last three thousand
years the revelation of Zoroaster and the final triumph of the forces of
light at the time of the general resurrection of the world.10 In Pahlavi
text like the Greater Bundahishn in which Zurvanite doctrines play an
important role the world comes into being from Zurvian, or Infinite or
Boundless Time, and Viy, or Infinite Space. Both Zurvidn and Viy are in
principle above the dualism of good and evil.1l From the Infinite Zurvin
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background, and Sunnism and Shi‘ism are two different interpretations
of the same truth and in no way destroy the inner unity of Islam.

Yet despite the obvious discontinuity between these two periods
there are also certain basic elements of continuity. The first of these is
the * substantial” and “ horizontal ” continunity of the people of the
Iranian plateau over the millenia and all that this ethnic continuity
involves in the way of mental and psychological inheritance and various
racial ¢haracteristics, as well as language, effects of climatic conditions, etc.3

There is, moreover, also an *essential”” and ‘‘vertical” continuity
between Zoroastrianism and Muslim Persia which is due to the fact that
all traditions descend from the same transcendent source and therefore
have common spiritual principles. Furthermore, Islam, coming at the
end of the present cycle of humanity, sees it as its duty to affirm rather
than deny the revelations before it, i.e., to re-establish what had “existed”
primordially and continues to exist in the nature of things. Islam there-
fore possesses a great power of absorption and synthesis which permitted
it to integrate into its view Alexandrian and Hindu wisdom as well as
many elements from pre-Islamic Persia. Oae can see so clearly how
pre-Islamic Persian art motifs became Muslimized and how the most
important political element of continuity in Persia, i.e., monarchy,
to whose 2500th anniversary the present volume is devoted, became
integrated into Shi‘ite political theory—for which, until the appearance
of the Mahdi, the best form of government for the protection
and preservation of the Shari‘ah is a kingship. This synthetic power of
Islam along with the common celestial archetypes from which all reve-
lations are derived from the major spiritual bonds of unity between the
two periods of Persian history. In more than one instance the spiritu-
ality of Islam has been, to quote L. Massignon, the light by means of
which Iran “has contemplated the visible universe through the illuminated
prism of its ancient myths.”4 One can add that the cosmological sciences
or the *“Lesser Mysteries” of both Alexandria and Zoroastrian Persia
came to life once again in the light of the “Greater Mysteries™” of

Islamic gnosis.
I

Of the many threads unifying Zoroastrian and Muslim Persia, we
have chosen to discuss cosmography, i.e., the representation of the mani-
fested cosmos in its many levels from the angelic to the material worlds,
and we have selected a few passages from the vast storehouse of wisdom
which exists concerning this subject to illustrate not only certain ideas
borrowed historically and integrated into the Muslim perspective but also
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larought out both our debt and our gratitude to that great country,
its language and culture. [ am (leeply thankful to them all for
their wonderful collaboration. Particular thanks are due to my
personal friend, Seyyed Hossein Nasr, Dean, Faculty of Arts,
Tehran University, who favoured us too with an article on
Persian Cosmography, a masterly exposition of a highly intricate
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EDITOR’'S NOTE

The impact of Iran on us is as enchanting a theme as it is vast
in magnitune. The writers of these articles being conscious of
this fact, have aimed both at brevity and comprehensiveness in the
treatment of their respective subjects and have admirably succeeded
in achieving this end.

The influence of Iran upon the Muslims of the sub-continent
has been most pronounced in the realm of metaphysics and
mysticism. A highly significant example of this in recent history is
the remarkable p]lenomenon of Iql)al's indebtedness to Rumi, which
is through and tlu-ough of a religious and Islamic nature as can well
be discerned from the fact that next to Aral)ic, Persian has been
for the Muslims of Asia, a supreme vehicle for expressing the
universal truths of Islam. Rumi is by far the most profound and
at the same time a most prolific poet of Persian with no less than
70,000 verses to his credit. In his magnum opus, the Masnavi,
he expounds 528 verses of the Holy Quran, 745 traditions of the
Holy prophet (upon whom be peace) and illustrates his doctrine
with the help of 275 tales of mystic meaning. Iqbal for his part
wrought the miracle of emerging as one of the greatest poets of
Persian, which was not his mother tongue. The most eminent
contemporary historian of Iran, Agha Zabeehullah Safa in his well-
known ‘Ganj-i-Sukhan’ describes him as ‘superior to all his
predecessors in the field of Persian poetry in the Indo-Pakistan
sub-continent.” Iqbal acknowledged Rumi as his spiritual guide
and he may have conceived the idea of Pakistan as a separate
sovereign Islamic State in the sub-continent under Rumi’s cumula-

tive impact. Thus our debt to Iran is indescribably great.




the human mind, on man’s passions and afEecHons, and his
duties in all relations of life, the works of Imam Mohammad
Ghuzallee and Nageerood Deen Jansee, hardly yield to those
of Plato and Aristotle, or to those of any other authors who
have ever written on the same subjects in any country.
These works, the Aheaololoom, epitomised into the Keemeeai
Saadut and the Akhlaki Nageree, with the didactic poems
of Sadee, are the great ‘‘Pierian Spring’’ of moral instruction,
from which the Mohammedan delights to ““drink deep’” from
infancy to old age, and a hetter spring it would be difficult
to find in the works of any other three men’", *

We owed this superiority mostly to our Iranian heritage which
also provided us means to maintain contact with the Arab World,
the cradle of Islam, and also to keep alive its traditioms of
learning in this part of the world. 1t is aleo appropriate to
mention that the Ulama of this Sub-Continent have always played
a very important role in preserving and upholding this age-old
cultural and spiritual heritage. It is, therefore, particularly
gratifying that this volume should appear on behalf of the Auqa{
Department of the Government of the Punjab, which has associated
jtself, on howsoever modest a scale, with a number of projects for

the promotion, tesearcln and the revival of the traditional learning
of the Muslims.

I would like to place on record my profoun& sense of appreciation
for the sincere efforts of all those who worked hard to make
this venture a success in so short a time. [ am especially grateful
to the Chairman and the Secretary of the Fvacuee Property Trust
Board, Pakistan, for their generous assistance in comnection with
the pul)lication of this work. I also thank all members of the
Ulama Academy due to whoee efforts the timely completion of this
project was made possible. Credit for editing this compilation
goes to Mr. Jafar Qasimi, who also deserves my thanks for enlisting
the co-operation of the learned contributors. Finally, I express
my deep-felt gratitude to Prof. Allama Alla-ud-Dic Siddigi,
Vice-Chancellor of the University of the Punjab, as well as
Madame Maryam Behnam and many other Iranian friends for
their a]:nle guidance 8o generously extendecl to a]l.

Lahore RAJA HAMID MUKHTAR T. Pk.
September 30, 1971 Chief Administrator of Auqaf, Punjab.

*(Rambles and Recollections of an Indian Official : L. Col. W.H. Sleeman
Vol, 11 PP. 283-84)



FOREWORD

It s my proud privilege to introduce this volume on the
august occasion of the 2500th anniversary of the Iranian
monarchy. A team of devoted scholars have made their con-
tributions in a spirit of love and dedication to the cause of
Pakistan.Iran {rieuds})ip which is without a clou]at, gomething
cherished by all of us. This work is also a token of the pro{‘ound
respect and esteem every Pakistani bears for the enlightened ruler

of Iran, His Imperial Majesty Mohammad Reza Shah Pahlavi
Shahanshah Aryamehr.

The learned aunthors of these articles have treated amply of the
various aspects of the impact of ran, ite language and culture on-
the individual and collective life of the Mualime of the
Sub-Continent. [ wou]cl, therefore, feel content with mal:ing juet
one or two ohservations. Just when Macaulay and his 2ssociates
were waging their campaign of wvilification against the Islamic
svstem of education, as prevalent in those days in the Indo-Pakistan
Sub-Continent, an English ohserver of the contemporary scene
had this to say as regards the state of our education :

“Perl'xapa there are few communities in the world, among whom
education is more generally diffused than among Moham-
medans in India. He who holds an office worth twenty rupees a
month commonly gives his sons an education equal to that of
a Prime Minicter. Tl’xey learn, ‘I:l)ruugh the medium of the
Arahic and Persian languages, what young men in our
colleges learn through those of the Greek and Latin—that is,
grammar, rhetoric, and logic. After his seven years of study,
the young Mohammedan binds his turhan upon a head almost
as well filled with the things which appertain to those three
branches of knowledge, as the young man raw from Oxford—
he will talk as ﬂuently about Socrates and Aristot]e. Plato
and Hippocrates, Calen and Avicenna and what is much to
his advantage in India, the Ianguages in which he has learnt
what he knows are those which he most requires throngh life.
He therefore thinks himself as well fitted to fill the high
offices which are now filled exclusively lay Europeans, and
naturally enougl) wishes the establishments of that power
would open them to him. On the faculties and operations of
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Unlock the Door, for YOU can open It wide
Show me the Way, for YOU are THE GUIDE
I would never hold any Helper’'s hand

For they all perish, only YOU abide.
OMAR KHAYYAM

Translation by Jafar Qasimi.









